ACTS CHAPTER #20

Chapter Key:  The Ephesian elders.

Verse 1  And after the uproar  The trouble caused by Demetrius in Acts 19:23-41.

Verse 2   And when he had gone through those districts  Those districts refers to Macedonia just mentioned in verse 1. When Paul wrote the first Corinthian letter in Ephesus he sent it by Titus and arranged for him to meet Paul in Troas after Titus had delivered the letter. But when Paul arrived in Troas Titus was not there, so he went into Macedonia looking for him (2 Cor 2:12-13).  Paul did locate Titus somewhere in Macedonia and was elated to find out that he was okay and that the church in Corinth had responded to Paul’s letter in an appropriate way. It was at that time, about A.D. 58, that he wrote 2 Corinthians, and as far as we know sent it by the hands of Titus once again (2 Cor 7:5-7, 13-16).

He came to Greece  Achaia and Greece were names used to refer to the same country. We will see in the discussion of the next verse that this specifically involved the city of Corinth. He could have gone to Athens as well, but we know that Corinth was definitely one of Paul’s destinations on this trip.

Verse 3  And there he spent three months  It was during this time that Paul probably wrote the letter to the Romans. Remember that when Paul was in Ephesus on his third journey he had planned on going to Macedonia, Achaia, Jerusalem and Rome (Acts 19:21). In Romans 15:25-26 he said he was on his way to Jerusalem and indicated he had been in Macedonia and Achaia. This coincides exactly with Acts 19 and 20, since Paul had been in Macedonia, was in Achaia at the present time and was on his way to Jerusalem (Acts 20:16). In 1 Cor 4:18-21 and 2 Cor 13:1-2 Paul specified that the city of Corinth was on his itinerary, even though the passages in Acts and Romans just say Achaia. We also know that Paul stayed with Gaius when he wrote Romans (Rom 16:23) and it is assumed this is the same Gaius that was from Corinth (1 Cor 1:14). The messenger of the letter is understood to be Phoebe who was from Cenchrea, a nearby seaport of Corinth (Rom 16:1). In light of all these factors we believe that Paul wrote Romans in the city of Corinth about A.D. 58.

Since Paul dealt with similar material in both Romans and Galatians, many people think that Paul also wrote Galatians around A.D. 58 from Corinth. Others feel the letter might have been written at an earlier date. It does not appear that there is sufficient evidence to be dogmatic as to exactly when and where the book of Galatians was written.

Verse 4  Some of the seven men said to be accompanying Paul in this verse may have been chosen to carry part of the contribution to Jerusalem for the needy saints there.
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Verse 5  Us  The use of the first person pronoun shows that Luke is with Paul once again.

Verse 6  We sailed away from Philippi  Luke had entered Philippi with Paul in Acts 16:11-12 and stayed behind when Paul and Silas continued on their journey (Acts 16:40 - 17:1). It is possible that Luke left Philippi and returned by the time Paul came through again or that he had spent the entire time there between Paul’s visits on the second and third journeys. Either way he joins Paul again at this time.

Came to them in Troas in five days  When Paul made this same trip in the opposite direction it only took two days (Acts 16:11). That would indicate that the winds were not as favorable for them on this occasion as they had been before.

There we stayed seven days  The last time Paul had been in Troas he passed up an opportunity to preach and teach because of his concern for Titus (2 Cor 2:12-13). Now he not only spends several days there but also has more men with him to help in sharing the word. 

Verse 7  And on the first day of the week  This shows us what day Christians met together on to worship God in New Testament times. In 1 Cor 16:1-2, we find that this was the uniform practice of first century churches. Secular history confirms this to be the case for the many years after the establishment of the church as well.

Note that the passage does not say whether these Christians were using Jewish or Roman time, so we cannot know for sure. What we do know is that they came together on what they knew as their first day of the week, therefore we should come together to worship God on what we know as our first day of the week.

When we were gathered together to break bread  This states their purpose for meeting together. Recall that there are two ways to understand the phrase “break bread”. 

1.) A common meal (Acts 2:46).

2.) The Lord’s Supper (Mt 26:26).

The context of this passage would indicate this is the Lord’s Supper and not just a common meal. They could have met together on any day of the week just to eat with each other. Here though, they wait seven days until the first day of the week, so they can share the spiritual meal of the Lord’s Supper. Also from Acts 20:16, we know that Paul was in a hurry to get to Jerusalem, so it does not seem reasonable that he would wait seven days in Troas just to eat a common meal with the Christians there. It does make sense though, that he would wait that long to worship with the church and to eat the Lord’s Supper with them.

Paul began talking to them … and he prolonged his message  Paul’s preaching to them is another factor showing us that this was a spiritual gathering and not just a social function.
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Verse 8  Lamps  The lamp of their day was typically a container made of pottery, either open with lips, or enclosed with a hole in the middle or with a spout on the rim to hold the wick that burned oil.

Verse 9  Eutychus… was picked up dead.  Luke does not say that he appeared to be dead but that he was dead. 

Verse 10  His life is in him.  Since Luke told us that Eutychus was dead and Paul then said his life was in him, the logical conclusion is that Paul miraculously raised him from the dead. Peter performed a similar miracle in Acts 9:40.

Verse 11 When he … had broken the bread and eaten  The wording does not indicate that this was the Lord’s Supper, which had probably been partaken of before Paul’s sermon, but a meal instead. First of all, it only mentions Paul as being the one who ate at this time and not the whole assembly of Christians. Secondly, the word “eaten” indicated that he had savored the food or had enjoyed what he had eaten and had taken nourishment. That is not the purpose of eating unleavened bread and drinking the fruit of the vine but it is the purpose of a common meal. So the first reference to breaking bread (Acts 20:7) would appear to be partaking of the Lord’s Supper and the second reference (Acts 20:11) eating a meal. This is similar to Acts 2:42 where the context appears to be the Lord’s Supper and Acts 2:46 where a common meal is being indicated.

Verse 13  For some reason Paul walked to Assos from Troas, which was about 20 miles, and the rest of those traveling with him went by boat, a distance of around 40 miles.

Verses 16  He was hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pentecost.  Remember that Paul and his companions were bringing a large contribution to help the needy saints in Jerusalem. During Pentecost there would be a lot of Jewish brethren, as well as a lot of Jews, in Jerusalem (Acts 2:5) and the relief would be especially helpful at that time. The large number of people would also mean great opportunities for Paul to preach the gospel.

Verse 17  From Miletus he sent to Ephesus  Paul wanted to talk to the elders of the church at Ephesus but did not want to stop there. He evidently thought that it would take less time if he had them come to him at Miletus, about thirty miles away, and so he sent for them.
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Verse 19  Tears  Paul was very concerned for the welfare of other Christians and on numerous occasions displayed his emotions (Acts 20:31; 2 Cor 2:4; Phil 3:18).

Plots of the Jews  In Acts 19:9 Luke mentions the difficulties Paul had with the Jews in Ephesus. In many of the cities where he taught he had to flee for his life because of plans the Jews made to kill him.

Verse 20 I did not shrink from declaring to you  Paul did not let fear keep him from presenting any part of God’s word to the Ephesians (Acts 20:27). If we will not shrink back while we are serving God in this life then we won’t have to shrink back when we stand before God in judgement (Heb 10:35-39; 1 Jn 2:28).

Profitable  This word is also translated expedient. Paul taught them everything that would help them in living a Christian life.

Teaching you publicly and from house to house  There is a need for public teaching as well as teaching in a private setting.

Verse 21  Repentance toward God  Remember the working definition we got earlier from 2 Cor 7:8-11 when we studied Acts 2:38:  a change of mind, brought about by godly sorrow, resulting in a change of life. Both Jews and Gentiles needed to repent of their rejection of God’s will (Mt 15:3-9; Acts 17:22-31).

Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ  Repentance that led to life (Acts 11:18), would result in faith in Jesus (Rom 3:22).

Verse 22  Bound in the spirit  If we understand this to be saying that Paul was bound in his own spirit, it would mean that he thought it was necessary to go to Jerusalem in spite of what may happen to him. If, on the other hand, we understand this to be saying Paul was bound in the Holy Spirit, that would indicate he was doing what the Holy Spirit had specifically instructed him to do. The first case would be a matter of judgment based on principles of truth and the second, one of obligation to fulfill a particular command from the Holy Spirit. Either of these explanations is possible and there is nothing to tell us for sure which is correct.

Verse 23  The Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me  This could have been directly to Paul or to Paul through another prophet. We have an example of the latter in Acts 21:10-11. 
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Verse 23  Continued  Bonds and afflictions  Paul did not know exactly what would happen to him in Jerusalem but he realized that he would be arrested and suffer some kind of affliction.

Verse 24  I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself  This was Paul’s way of saying that if he needed to sacrifice his life in service to God he was ready to pay that price (Acts 21:13; Rom 8:18). He had the same attitude taught in Rev 2:10 and credited to other saints in Rev 12:11.

Verse 25  You … will see my face no more  We do not know if this was Paul’s opinion or if he said this by inspiration. Another passage that is brought up in relation to this is 1 Tim 1:1-3, but it does not say that Paul saw the brethren when he left Timothy in Ephesus so it is inconclusive also.

Verse 26  I am innocent of the blood of all men.  Because Paul had warned sinners to repent he was not responsible for those that refused to obey the gospel (Acts 18:6; Ezek 3:17-21).

Verse 27  The whole purpose of God.  What God wants man to know and do.  His purpose and will for us. This of course was revealed in the gospel.

Verse 28  Be on guard  All Christians need to be on guard but these are elders Paul is addressing here. They not only need to be on guard for themselves but for the church as well.

The flock among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers  The flock refers to the local church. They were made elders or overseers by the Holy Spirit when they were appointed in harmony with the instructions given by the Holy Spirit (Acts 14:23; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-3). This verse also shows that elders were to only be overseers of the congregation of which they were a part, as does 1 Peter 5:2. The word translated overseer here is translated bishop in the King James Version in Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:2; Titus 1:7. 

To shepherd the church of God  What an overseer was to do was to shepherd, which would make him a shepherd. The verb form of shepherd that is used here is similar to the noun found in Eph 4:11 which is translated pastor. Pastor is a Latin word meaning a shepherd. So we have seen five words that all refer to the same position of service in the New Testament church:

1.) Elder – This has reference to the man’s age and experience.

2.) Bishop and overseer – This deals with what he should do.

3.) Shepard or pastor – This relates to how his work should be done.
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Verse 28  Continued  Purchased with His own blood.  This shows the value of the church since it cost the blood of Christ. It also indirectly tells us that Christ was God since God purchased the church with His own blood and we know that it was Christ that died on the cross. 

Verse 29  After my departure  Probably just meant after he left them and went on to Jerusalem.

Savage wolves  False teachers that would deceive people and cause them to be lost. Christ warned of similar people in Matt 7:15-20.

From among your ownselves  Even some of these elders could be guilty of this sin. Later Paul would leave Timothy in Ephesus and tell him to deal with false teachers in 1 Tim 1:3.

To draw away the disciples after them  To cause people to fall away (2 Thes 2:3-4; 1 Tim 4:1-3).

Verse 31  Therefore be on the alert  This is basically the same thing as being on guard in verse 28. 

Three years  We know from Acts 19:8-10 that Paul was in Ephesus for at least two years and three months. Either he remained there longer than we have record of or he referred to the time he was there as three years because of their custom to count part of a year as a whole year.

Verse 32  I commend you to
1.) God

2.) The word of His grace

Verse 33  Coveted  This is the same word that is translated lust in Mt 5:28. It means to have a strong desire for something. Obviously in both of these verses it is a strong desire for something that we should not have.

Verse 34  Paul makes reference to working to help support himself while preaching (Acts 18:1-3; 1 Cor 4:12; 1 Thes 2:9; 2 Thes 3:7-9).

Verse 35  Help the weak  Paul taught the same idea in Eph 4:28.
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Verse 35  Continued  It is more blessed to give than to receive  We do not have a verse where Christ made this specific statement but accept Paul’s word as an apostle that it is something Christ said.

Verses 36 Prayed  After Paul concluded his difficult remarks to these elders what better way to close their discussion than with a prayer.

Verse 37-38  We have already talked about Paul’s emotions and this shows he evoked the same kind of love from others that he had for them.

