ACTS CHAPTER #18

Chapter Key:  The church at Corinth.

Verse 1  Corinth  Dating back thousands of years, Corinth had long been a commercial and trade center known for its pottery, bronze and shipbuilding when Paul visited it around A.D. 51 to 52.  For centuries it competed with Athens, its stronger neighbor to the east, until invading Romans destroyed Corinth in 146 B.C., killing its men and enslaving its women and children. Julius Caesar rebuilt the city around 44 B.C. and populated it with a lot of freed Italians and slaves from many different nations. Soon the city was thriving financially once again and had grown to about 500,000 people by the time Paul went there on his second missionary journey. It had two seaports nearby, one at Cenchrea and one at Lechaeum,  contributing to its growth. Among its pagan temples was the Temple of Aphrodite (or Venus), which was well known for its 1,000 religious prostitutes. The city was so infamous for its lack of morality that when a young girl adopted a promiscuous lifestyle some would say she had Corinthisized.  

He  As far as we know Paul is traveling alone at this time.

Verse 2  Aquila and Priscilla  Luke does not tell us if this husband and wife were Christians when Paul met them or not. It seems he would have mentioned it if they were. There is no doubt that at some point they did become Christians and very possibly were converted by Paul during this part of his second journey (Acts 18:18, 26; Rom 16:3-5; 1 Cor 16:19; 2 Tim 4:19).

Claudius  The emperor Claudius Caesar expelled the Jews out of Rome because of riots and disturbances they had caused. After his death Jews did return to Rome (Acts 28:17-31).

Verse 3  Tentmakers  All Jewish males were taught a trade, Paul was a tentmaker. This is the same kind of work that Priscilla and Aquila were doing. For other references to Paul working see Acts 20:33-35; 1 Cor 4:12; 1 Thes 2:9; 2 Thes 3:8-9.

Verse 4  Reasoning … and trying to persuade  God gave man the ability to think and make a choice. It is the proper use of our free will that enables us to obey the gospel and to become Christians and thereby not only benefiting ourselves but honoring God as well.

Verse 5  When Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia  It was at this time that Paul wrote the first Thessalonian letter. The year was about A.D. 52 and it appears that the second letter to the Thessalonian church probably followed a few months later.
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Verse 5  Continued  Consider the following events and verses regarding the writing of 1 & 2 Thessalonians:

1.) Acts 17:15 Paul sent word by the brethren from Berea to Silas and Timothy to come to him at Athens as soon as possible.

2.) Acts 17:16 Paul was waiting for them alone in Athens.

3.) Acts 18:1 Luke tells us that Paul left Athens and came to Corinth without telling us if Silas and Timothy ever came to Paul at Athens as he had requested.

4.) 1 Thes 3:1-5 Timothy had to have come to Paul in Athens because here Paul is talking about sending him to Thessalonica from Athens. We assume that Silas was with Timothy since Paul had asked them both to come. When Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica, he might have sent Silas back to Berea. Evidently Paul arranged to meet them both next in Corinth.

5.) Acts 18:5 Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia met Paul in Corinth. Since 1 Thes 3:6-8 appears to be talking about the same trip that Timothy made to Paul, we understand that it was at this time that Paul wrote 1 Thessalonians.

6.) It appears that Timothy took the letter to the church in Thessalonica and shortly thereafter returned to Paul who then wrote 2 Thessalonians and sent it to the brethren in Thessalonica by Timothy once again.

Paul began devoting himself completely to the word  It is possible that this verse is indicating that Paul had been teaching the first part of his message about the Messiah as we talked about in Acts 17:3 until Silas and Timothy joined him. With their presence he was encouraged to preach the second part of the message, which was when people usually got upset, and that was that Jesus was the Christ. On the other hand it could be saying that Paul stopped working as a tentmaker when Silas and Timothy arrived and put all of his time and energy into preaching and teaching the gospel. 

Verse 6  Resisted and blasphemed  This sounds like Acts 7:51-53.

He shook out his garments  Acts 13:51.

Your blood be upon your own heads!  Paul had done all he could to teach them. It was up to them to obey the gospel once they heard it. See also Acts 20:26-27; Ezekiel 3:17-21.

Verse 8  Crispus  Here Luke says that Crispus believed but he does not say that he was baptized, even though others were said to be believing and being baptized. Because of that some try to use this verse to show that baptism is not necessary. However, when Paul wrote 1 Corinthians he told us that Crispus was indeed baptized in 1 Cor 1:14. Once again we see what Christ taught in Mark 16:16 is what was practiced in the New Testament church.

ACTS CHAPTER #18

Verse 9  Do not be afraid any longer  This is the first of three times that we are aware of, in which the Lord miraculously communicates to Paul after he was a Christian, and encourages him to be faithful and not to be afraid. At this time, before the Lord talked to him, could be what Paul was referring to in 1 Cor 2:3 when he said that he was in fear while at Corinth.

Verse 10  I have many people in this city.  This does not mean that there were a lot of Christians there already that Paul did not know about, but that the Lord knew that many people would eventually become Christians because of the preaching of the truth.

Verse 11 A year and six months  Paul listens to the Lord and stays there a year and a half teaching the word.

Verse 12  Gallio was proconsul of Achaia  Gallio was a Roman ruler that had been appointed by the senate in Rome and was governor over the province of Achaia, which comprised southern Greece. Secular history confirms that he was ruling in Corinth around A.D. 52. Gallio later returned to Rome to act as an advisor to Nero. There, he and his younger brother Seneca, a philosopher and tutor to Nero, entered into a conspiracy against Nero and both were forced to commit suicide as a result around A.D. 65.

The judgment seat  A raised seat or platform from which the proconsul pronounced judgment (Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10).

Verses 13-16  The Jews make charges against Paul before Gallio who feels that they are bringing petty disagreements concerning their law to him and drives them from the judgment seat. This is a providential fulfillment of the Lord’s promise to protect Paul.

Verse 17  And they all took hold of Sosthenes  Exactly what happened here is not totally clear. One thought is that after the Jews were driven away from the judgment seat and humiliated that they themselves beat the new leader of the synagogue, Sosthenes, who might have initiated the idea of going before Gallio. The King James version translates this passage in such a way that the Greeks are the ones that beat Sosthenes. Either of these are possibilities. Whichever way it was Gallio was not concerned at all with what happened to Sosthenes.

Verse 18  Paul …Priscilla and Aquila  Priscilla and Aquila are now traveling with Paul.
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Verse 18  Continued  Vow  We do not know any more about this vow than what is written in this verse. Some think it might have been a Nazarite vow but it does not seem believable that Paul would have taken a vow that would have made it impossible to partake of the Lord Supper, which would have been necessary with the Nazarite vow.

Verse 19  They came to Ephesus, and he left them there.  After picking up Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth he drops them off in Ephesus.

Verse 22  He went up and greeted the church  Some think this is the church in Caesarea and others think it refers to the church in Jerusalem.

Antioch  Paul returned back to Antioch of Syria. This, therefore, marks the end of the second journey. It began in Acts 15:40 and ended in Acts 18:22.

Verse 23  This is the beginning of Paul’s third journey and it will come to an end in Acts 21:17. Paul starts this journey like he did the second one traveling through the regions of Galatia and Phrygia.

Strengthening all the disciples  On Paul’s first two journeys his primary purpose was to establish new churches. On this journey, that will not be the case. One of his goals will be to encourage all the Christians in the churches that he visits. The other will be to take up a collection for the needy saints in Jerusalem, which we will talk more about later.

Verse 24  Apollos  Luke is now going to spend the last part of chapter 18 telling us about a Jew named Apollos. He will pick up his story about Paul again in chapter 19. 

Alexandrian by birth  Alexandria was the capital city of Egypt from 330 B.C. with a great university and a renown library. It had a sizeable Jewish population and was a center for Greek and Hebrew literature. This is where the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Hebrew Old Testament Scriptures) was made. 

Eloquent  Apollos was a highly educated man and skilled in speech.

He came to Ephesus  Apollos is at Ephesus while Paul is on his way there. Paul will not arrive there until Apollos has left and gone to Corinth.
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Verse 24  Continued  He was mighty in the Scriptures  Apollos did not just know the Old Testament Scriptures but he knew how to preach and teach them in a powerful way.

Verse 25  This verse give us more information on Apollos and what he was doing:

1.) He had been instructed in the way of the Lord.

2.) He was fervent in spirit.

3.) He was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus.

4.) He was only familiar with the baptism of John.

Verse 26  Priscilla and Aquila  When they heard him teaching in the synagogue, they took him aside privately and taught him the way of God more accurately. In this context the main thing that he did not understand was that baptism in the name of Jesus Christ had superceded John’s baptism.

Verses 27-28  After learning from Priscilla and Aquila, Apollos wanted to go to Achaia. From Acts 19:1 we know that the city in Acaia he wanted to go to was Corinth. The church in Ephesus encouraged him and wrote a letter of recommendation for him to the church at Corinth. When he arrived in Corinth he was a great asset to the church there as he proved to the Jews from the Old Testament Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

