ACTS CHAPTER #14

Verse 1  Entered the synagogue  Paul’s normal routine.

A great multitude believed  Even though a person could believe the message of salvation and not obey it, that does not seem to be the way Luke is using the word here. The idea that he appears to be conveying is that a large number of people were converted to Christ.

Jews and Greeks  After preaching to the Jews Paul and Barnabas would next turn to the Gentiles. In this city they had success among both groups. Undoubtedly, the believers would still have been a small part of the total population, but nonetheless, a lot of people became Christians.

Verse 2  Jews who disbelieved  Those Jews that rejected the gospel many times did everything they could to keep others from accepting it or even having the opportunity to hear it (1 Thes 2:14-16).

1.) They stirred up the minds of the Gentiles.

2.) They embittered them against the brethren.

Verse 3  Speaking boldly  Paul and Barnabas did not let the fact that they had just been run out of Antioch cause them to water down what they preached. They confidently told both Jews and Gentiles what they needed to know even though it was not well received by most people. 

Signs and wonders  The Lord was giving testimony to the validity of the gospel by empowering his messengers with the ability to perform miracles to confirm their message (Mk 16:17-20; Heb 2:4).

Done by their hands.  This indicates that both Paul and Barnabas had miraculous power.

Verse 4  Divided  Comes from the Greek word “schisma” from which we get schism. Divisions of this type should not happen but are part of reality and Jesus Himself found many of His listeners divided over His teachings (1 Cor 1:10; Jn 7:43; 9:16; 10:19).

Apostles  Paul and Barnabas were both apostles in the sense that they had both been sent out by the church at Antioch. For more on the word apostle, see notes on Acts 1:2.

Verse 5  mistreat and stone them  In spite of their success in teaching, those that opposed them not only wanted to silence them but also wanted to put them to death.
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Verse 6  Lycaonia  A Roman province including the cities of Lystra and Derbe and may have been considered part of Galatia during New Testament times.

Lystra  About 15 miles from Iconium.

Derbe  Approximatley 25-30 miles from Lystra.

Verse 7  Continued to preach the gospel  Even though their lives were threatened, Paul and Barnabas do not let that keep them from spreading the word of Christ.

Verse 8  Compare this with Acts 3:1-10.

Verse 9  Paul… had seen that he had faith to be made well  Paul could have been able to see this man’s faith through natural means by the way he was acting and the things he was doing. On the other hand, the Lord could have miraculously made this man’s faith known to Paul by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 10  And he leaped up and began to walk.  In contrast to the lame man healed in Acts 3, there is no hesitation with this man. After Paul told him to stand up, he immediately leaped up and began to walk.

Verse 11  The gods  Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and that there was only one God, but his audience on this occasion consisted primarily of pagans that believed in many gods. As soon as the miracle occurred they attributed it to the gods with which they were familiar.

Verse 12  Zeus  The most powerful of the pagan gods. Zeus was his Greek name and Jupiter was his Latin name. 

Hermes  This god was considered to be the messenger of the gods. He was the god of eloquence. Hermes was his Greek name and Mercurius was his Latin name. Since Paul was doing most of the talking at this time, they thought he was the lesser god and Barnabas was the greater god.
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Verse 13  The priest… brought oxen and garlands  The priest of Zeus brought out oxen to offer in sacrifice to Zeus and garlands for Paul and Barnabas. A garland was a wreath made of flowers or leaves to be worn on the head. In Greek mythology the gods were often portrayed wearing garlands so the people of Lystra would have considered this very appropriate for Paul and Barnabas.

The gates  Paul’s sermon was probably taking place just inside the city gates in the town square that was used just for such purposes. 

Verse 14  The apostles, Barnabas and Paul  This word was used referring to Paul and Barnabas earlier in this chapter in verse 4.  

Tore their robes  Their robes were their outer garments. Tearing their clothes in this way was a sign of deep grief, anger or severe displeasure.

Verse 15  Men of the same nature  Paul and Barnabas want these people to know that they are not gods but are human beings just like them. 

Vain things  According to Thayer this meant things devoid of force, truth, success, result… useless, to no purpose… vanities. Paul is wanting them to turn away from idolatry. See 1 Kings 16:25-26; Jer 10:1-16; 1 Thes 1:9.

Verses 16-17  This is similar to what Paul said in Acts 17:30. From the very beginning man has always had law from God. However, the Jews were given a law through Moses that was written and included some specific instructions that the rest of the nations were not required to keep. Once the new covenant was established, everyone needed to hear and obey the gospel in order to be saved and be in covenant relationship with God.

Verse 18  What Paul and Barnabas did here is exactly opposite of what King Herod did in Acts 12. He was arrogant and self-consumed, wanting the praise of men and unconcerned with God and what was right. Paul and Barnabas were humble servants of God and would not accept worship, which belongs exclusively to the one and only God. This concept was very difficult for these idol worshippers to understand.

Verse 19  Jews from Antioch and Iconium  These unbelievers followed after Paul showing great determination in their opposition to the gospel.
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Verse 19  Continued  Stoned Paul  We do not know how quickly this event follows the one just covered but the people of Lystra go from one extreme to the other, first attempting to worship Paul and then trying to kill him. The Jews from Antioch and Iconium are probably the primary reason for this dramatic change.

Verse 20  He arose and entered the city  We can only imagine what kind of physical shape Paul was in. The Lord could have miraculously helped him or he might have allowed him the opportunity to endure the entire experience through natural means. Either way we see the Lord’s statements to Paul about what he would face after becoming a Christian coming true over and over in his life.

 Verses 21  Here Paul and Barnabas are encouraging other Christians when they, especially Paul, had suffered so much. 

We enter the kingdom in two ways:

1.) When we are baptized into Christ we are baptized into His body, the church, which in one context is the same thing as His kingdom (Mt 16:18-19; Gal 3:26-27; Rom 12:5; Eph 1:22-23; 1 Peter 2:9; Col 1:13; Rev 1:6; 5:9-10).

2.) When we die we enter into the kingdom in heaven, the context of this verse.

Verse 23  Appointed  Paul and Barnabas appointed them, ordained them, or set them to the work. We are not told how they were chosen. Miraculous power may or may not have been involved. If the example given in chapter six for the choosing of the seven was followed, the church would have selected the men and Paul and Barnabas would have appointed them to the work of elders. Eventually, qualifications and other details relating to elders would become part of the New Testament record (Acts 11:30; 20:17-31; 1 Peter 5:1-3; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).

In every church  Elders, plural (two or more), were appointed in every church. The first indication is that some of these churches existed for at least a short time without elders. Based on that, and the fact that the Lord does not expect people to do what they do not have the ability to do, a church may exist without elders. If they do not have men who qualify they should not be wrongfully appointed. However, every church must work toward becoming fully developed with elders and to not have them, when it is possible is just as wrong as appointing men that do not qualify. 

Verses 24-28  Paul and Barnabas then returned to Perga and this time we are told that they preached the word there. Also, the seaport of Attalia is mentioned as they sailed from there on their return to Antioch. Once home, they shared with the church what God had done through them on their journey with special note concerning the Gentiles that were saved.

