ACTS CHAPTER #9

Verse 1  Breathing threats and murder  A figurative expression describing how intense Saul’s determination to persecute Christians was. Yet no amount of zeal would change the fact that those who suffered at his hands were innocent victims and he was the guilty one before God.

Went to the high priest  As leader of the Sanhedrin, the high priest held the most authoritative position in Jewish government. Rome recognized his power, and would enforce his decrees if necessary. 

Verse 2  Letters from him  These letters were from the high priest but also included consent from the rest of the Council as well (Acts 9:14; 22:5; 26:10). With these Saul had all the authority he needed to accomplish his mission.

Damascus  Said to be the oldest continually-inhabited city in the world and is first mentioned in the Bible in Gen 14:15. It benefited from two rivers flowing through it, the Abana and the Pharpar (2 Kings 5:12) and was on three major trade routes. One went southwest to Palestine and Egypt, another straight south to Edom and the Red Sea and one east to Babylon. Because of this it had become a major trade center and the heart of Syria. There was also a large Jewish population in the city with multiple synagogues. Damascus was located about 150 miles northeast of Jerusalem.

The Way  Being a Christian doesn’t just affect a lot of areas of life, it is an entire way of life.

1.) Jn 14:6 – Jesus is the Way.

2.) Acts 16:17 – Paul preached the way of salvation.

3.) Acts 18:25-26 – Apollos learned the way of the Lord and the way of God.

4.) Acts 19:9 – Some spoke evil of the Way.

5.) Acts 19:23 – A disturbance arose concerning the Way.

6.) Acts 22:4 – Paul had persecuted the Way.

7.) Acts 24:14 – Some called the Way a sect.

8.) Acts 24:22 – Felix had more knowledge than some about the Way.

Verse 3  A light from heaven flashed around him  This took place about noon (Acts 22:6), and was a light that was brighter than the sun (Acts 26:13).

Verse 4  And he fell to the ground  In fact, so did all those traveling with him (Acts 26:14).

Why are you persecuting Me?  In Acts 8:1-3, we saw that Saul was persecuting the church, consisting of men and women. Here Saul was told that he had persecuted Christ Himself. So to harm the church is to harm Christ, since the church is the spiritual body of Christ (Eph 1:22-23).
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Verse 4  Continued  The Lord spoke to Saul in the Hebrew dialect, Jewish Aramaic (Acts 26:14).

Verse 5  Who art Thou. Lord?  Thayer says that lord meant one to whom a person or thing belongs, about which he has the power of deciding. He also says master or lord was a title of honor, expressive of respect and reverence, with which servants saluted their master. So when Saul used the word lord, he did not know whom he was addressing but he knew that he was his master. 

I am Jesus  Paul actually saw Jesus (Acts 9:17, 27; 22:14; 26:16; 1 Cor 9:1; 15:8). Since Paul saw Jesus and He identified Himself to him, Paul could be a witness for the Lord of His resurrection, like the other apostles, as he went out preaching the gospel.

The King James Version adds: “It is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” The New American Standard does not have that here but does record something similar in Acts 26:14, “It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”

A prick or goad was long stick with a sharp piece of metal in the end that could be used to prod an animal to get it to move. If they kicked against it while being prodded, it would only increase their discomfort and perhaps even injure them. Saul was doing what he thought he should do in persecuting Christians, but this shows there were things about it, with which he was not comfortable.

Verse 6  Go into the city Damascus.

It shall be told  The New American Standard does not record Saul asking what he should do here but does in Acts 22:10. The King James Version records Saul asking the question in both chapters 9 and 22. After inquiring of the Lord what he should do, showing he is a believer, he is told to go on into Damascus and there he would be learn what to do next.

Verse 7  The men stood speechless  Remember earlier we saw that everyone had fallen to the ground. Here though, it says the men stood. Evidently, everyone but Saul had gotten up after falling down. They were standing there while he was still on the ground. 

Hearing the voice  Some versions say the men with Saul did not hear the voice in Acts 22:9. This is not a contradiction because the second passage means they did not understand what they heard. They heard a noise, but nothing intelligible. 

Seeing no one  They did not see Christ like Saul did.
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Verse 8  He could see nothing  Saul was blinded by the brightness of the light (Acts 22:11).

Leading him by the hand  This seems to indicate that his mode of transportation was walking.

They led him into Damascus  This is where the Lord told him to go and Saul was obedient (Acts 26:19).

Verse 9  Neither ate nor drank  His fasting was just one more sign of his repentance. Once in Damascus, he did not do what he had originally come to do and that was persecute Christians. Instead he waited for three days until the Lord gave him further instructions. Because of his change of mind, he changed his actions.

Verse 10  Ananias  The Lord is preparing this disciple to send to Saul. He will tell him what to do to be forgiven of his sins. Just as Peter told the Jews in Acts 2, Ananias will tell Saul here in Act 9. In Acts 22:12 we find that Ananias was devout by the standard of the Law and well spoken of by all the Jews in Damascus.

Verse 11  He is praying  Further evidence of repentance. While waiting to hear what to do next he is praying. So Saul was a believer, he had repented, and no doubt in his prayers to God and conversations to others, had confessed his belief in Christ and sorrow for his sins.

Yet in spite of all this, as we will see, he still had not been forgiven of his sins. 

Verse 12  He has seen in a vision  Before Ananias came and spoke with Saul, God had communicated with him in a vision, that Ananias would come and lay hands on him to restore his sight.

Verses 13-14  Ananias questions the Lord because he has heard of Saul’s reputation. He refers to the Christians that Saul had harmed as saints at Jerusalem. The word saints meant holy ones, ones who had been sanctified, or set apart and applies to all Christians (1 Cor 1:2).

Verse 15-16  Go  The Lord listens to Ananias and does not rebuke him but tells him to go and why. Saul is about to find out that he is going to get the opportunity to also serve as an apostle of Jesus Christ and take the gospel to both the Jews and the Gentiles. He will also learn that in the future, he will get to suffer for Christ, just as he had made many others suffer for Him at his own hand.
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Verses 15-16  Continued  Chosen vessel  The Lord has chosen Saul to be one of those that He will send into the world with the message of salvation (2 Cor 4:6-7).

Gentiles  This word meant nations and was used to refer to all the nations except the Jews. Paul was going to take the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles but his efforts would focus more on the Gentiles, while Peter’s would focus more on the Jews (Rom 11:13-14; Eph 3:8; Gal 2:7-8). 

Kings  Paul stood before King Agrippa in Acts 26:2, and secular history indicates that he appeared before Nero in Rome (2 Tim 4:16-17).

Sons of Israel  Paul preached the gospel to the Jews on many occasions (Acts 13:13-16).

Suffer  See 2 Cor 6:4-10; 11:23-28.

Verse 17  Laying his hands on him  In verse 12 of this chapter we are told that Ananias would lay his hands on Saul and he would be healed of his blindness.

Brother Saul  He does not call him this because they are both Christians since Saul has not yet been told what to do to be saved. He says this because they were both Jews and this was a common greeting among Jews.

Be filled with the Holy Spirit  Not receive miraculous power by the laying on of Ananias’ hands, because only the apostles had that ability (Acts 8:14-18). Rather, as a result of Ananias coming to him, preaching the word to him, and baptizing him, he would then be filled with the Holy Spirit in the sense that every Christian was when they learned and obeyed the gospel. In addition to that, as an apostle, Saul would also, at some point, be filled with the Holy Spirit in a miraculous way (2 Cor 12:12; Gal 1:11-17). We are just not told exactly when that happened.

Verse 18  Something like scales  The word for scales referred to a thin substance that would peel off. It was used frequently in Greek by medical writers.

Was baptized  Saul was baptized because that is what Ananias told him he must do to be forgiven of his sins (Acts 22:16).

Verse 19  He took food and was strengthened  Once saved, his reasons for fasting were over and he could enjoy the times of refreshing that Peter talked about in Acts 3:19. Saul had become a new creature in Christ (2 Cor 5:17).
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Verse 19  Continued  He was with the disciples who were at Damascus  Saul associated himself with the church in Damascus.

Verse 20  Saul was in fellowship with the church in Damascus, because he was actively working toward the same goal that they were. The fact that he was preaching that Jesus was the Son of God was another sign of his repentance.

Verse 21  Amazed  The Jews listening to Saul were amazed because of the tremendous change in his life. He probably sacrificed a lot to become a Christian and such an outspoken promoter of the church he had just recently persecuted (Philippians 3:7-8).

Verse 22  Saul kept increasing in strength  Physically and spiritually.

Confounding the Jews  They were confused and not able to answer Saul’s arguments.

Proving that Jesus is the Christ  Saul, just like Peter had done in Acts 2, laid out the irrefutable reasons that Jesus was the Christ. 

Verse 23-25  When many days had elapsed  From Gal 1:15-18, it appears that Saul returned to Jerusalem for the first time, three years after his conversion. During those three years he went from Damascus to Arabia and then returned to Damascus, before heading back to Jerusalem.

The Jews plotted together to do away with him  Those people that he had had so much in common with before becoming a Christian were the very ones that were now trying to put him to death.

They were also watching the gates day and night  See 2 Cor 11:32-33.

His disciples took him by night  Obviously these people had become close to Saul if they were willing to risk their own lives to save his.

Through an opening in the wall  Historians tell us that on top of certain portions of the wall around Damascus houses had been built and that Saul could have escaped through a window of one these houses.

Verse 26  He was trying to associate with the disciples  Saul tried, unsuccessfully, to become part of the church in Jerusalem.
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Verse 27  Barnabas  Saul had to get Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37), to vouch for his being a Christian. This was necessary for even the apostles, who had miraculous powers, but obviously were not able to use them in this situation to know that Saul was telling the truth.

Verse 28  And he was with them  They believed Barnabas and accepted Saul as a faithful Christian. Here, as in Damascus, he was an active part of the church. For examples of other Christians giving evidence of their faithfulness when they went to a new church see Rom 16:1-2; Acts 18:24-28.

Verse 30  But when the brethren learned of it  Once again Saul’s life is in danger because of Jews that rejected his message about Jesus. As before, members of the church, this time in Jerusalem, help Saul escape. 

Tarsus  This is where Saul was from.

Verse 31 The church throughout all Judea, Galilee and Samaria  Notice how the gospel has spread by this time.

Enjoyed peace  This could very well be because its most zealous enemy had been converted, Saul.

It continued to increase  During peace or persecution, the church kept growing.

Verses 32-35  Aeneas, who had been paralyzed and bedridden for eight years, was healed and many people turned to the Lord because of it.

Verse 36  Tabitha  A Hebrew name which translated in Greek was Dorcas (gazelle). She had done many, many deeds of kindness and charity.

Verse 37 She died  Note that the Bible very plainly states that she was dead.

Verse 38 Do not delay to come to us  Probably wanting Peter to comfort them at the loss of their sister in Christ.

Verse 39 When Peter arrived the widows were weeping and showing him all the tunics (inner garments worn close to the body) and garments (outer clothing) she had made for them.
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Verse 40  Peter then raised her from the dead. For a similar event in the life of Christ see Mk 5:35-42.

Verse 41  He presented her alive  This is the first account of someone beside the Lord, bringing a person back to life. If they were not expecting this, as I believe they were not, imagine their shock and joy at having their beloved sister in Christ with them once again.

Verse 42  And many believed in the Lord  The primary purpose in the raising of Tabitha and other miracles was to give people undeniable proof that the gospel being preached by Peter and other Christians was true.

