ACTS CHAPTER #7

Verse 1  Are these things so?  The things that the high priest is talking about are the charges that were made against Stephen in Acts 6:11, 13-14. There he was said to have blasphemed against:

1.) God

2.) Moses and the Law

3.) The temple

Verse 2  Brethren and fathers  As Stephen begins his defense he addresses his audience in a way that shows respect and reminds them that he is one of their countrymen.

His goal will be, not to just give them a history lesson about the Jews, but to show them that:

1.) He knows the history of his nation.

2.) He is not a blasphemer.

3.) Israel had a habit of rejecting men of God and that is exactly what the Sanhedrin Council did when they put Jesus the Christ to death.

The God of glory  He sets the stage for his discussion by honoring God from the very start and will continue to do so throughout his defense.

Abraham  The father of the nation and one of their beloved heroes.

Mesopotamia  A region situated between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers; the general area inhabited by the Ancient Babylonians. The particular city of this area that Abraham was called from by God was Ur of the Chaldeans (Gen 11:31; 15:7; Neh 9:7).

Haran  A city of northern Mesopotamia on one of the main trade routes between Babylonia and the Mediterranean Sea, about 280 miles northeast of Damascus.

Verse 3  Although these are similar words to those recorded in Gen 12:1, these words were given to Abraham while he was still in Ur. As we shall see, Gen 12:1-3 was spoken to him when he was in Haran.

Verses 4  After his father died   Terah, Abraham’s father, died at the age of 205 (Gen 11:32).

God removed him into this land  How God removed Abraham from Haran into Canaan is given in Gen 12:1-3. This was actually the second time that God appeared to him and gave him these instructions.
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Verse 5  Concerning the land promised to Abraham see Gen 12:7; 13:15; 15:18; 17:8.

Verses 6-7  This refers to Egyptian captivity. See Gen 15:13-16; Ex 3:12.

Verse 8  The covenant of circumcision  Circumcision was a sign of the covenant between God and Abraham and his descendents, Gen 17:9-14, therefore the covenant was called the covenant of circumcision.

Verse 9  Joseph  This is the first example Stephen brings up of a righteous man that was rejected by the fathers of the Jews, his own brothers, but God was with him (Gen 39:2, 3, 21, 23). 

Verses 10-11  Gen 39-41.

Verse 12  Gen 42:1-3.

Verse 13  Gen 45.

Verse 14  Seventy-five persons in all.  Here some accuse Stephen of making an error in his speech. He says that the number of Jacob’s family that came to Egypt was 75 and Gen 46:27 says the number was 70. The problem is resolved by understanding that Stephen was quoting from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures. The translators of the Septuagint version, in Gen 46:20, add five more names to those found in the Hebrew text: a son and a grandson of Manasseh and two sons and a grandson of Ephraim. Both versions give a correct number depending on the period of time in mind: before these grandsons and great grandsons of Joseph were born there were 70 people, and after they were born there were 75.

Verse 15  Jacob…passed away  Gen 49:33.

Verse 16 They were removed to Shechem  The “they” here refers to the fathers mentioned in verse 15 and not to Jacob.  Jacob was buried, not in Shechem, but where Abraham, Sarah, 
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Verse 16 Continued  Isaac, Rebekah and Leah were buried – in the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre (Gen 50:13). Joseph, however, was buried in Shechem as is stated in Josh 24:32.

Verse 17  The time of the promise was approaching  Those that teach that Abraham’s descendents never did receive all of the land God had promised him have a real difficulty with this verse.  For if they still haven’t received it, then how could Stephen say that while the people were in Egypt that the time was approaching, or in other words, getting close. The Bible teaches that in Egypt the people grew into a great nation, and shortly thereafter they did indeed inherit all the land God swore to give them (Josh 21:43-45).

Verse 18  Ex 1:8.

Verse 19  Ex 1:9-22.

Verse 20  Moses…was lovely in the sight of God  The parents of Moses could see his physical beauty as a child, Ex 2:1-2, but God could also see the beauty of the person that Moses would become.

Verse 21  Ex 2:3-10.

Verse 22  Learning of the Egyptians  We are told that the Egyptians were well known for their knowledge of science, mathematics, astronomy and medicine. Moses would have access to the best education that Egypt had to offer. 

He was a man of power in word and deeds  He evidently took advantage of his opportunity to learn and was highly respected for his knowledge and accomplishments in Egypt. However, he did not appear to have been an excellent speaker based on his conversation with the Lord in Ex 4:10-17.

Verse 23  He was approaching the age of forty  In the first forty years of his life, Moses lived as part of royalty, enjoying all the best things that a rich nation could provide.
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Verse 23 Continued  It entered his mind to visit his brethren  We are not told how he became aware that he was an Israelite. God could have miraculously made it known to him or he could have learned providentially through someone like his mother.

Verses 24-29  Moses came to the aid of one of his brethren being mistreated by an Egyptian and killed the Egyptian. He mistakenly thought the Israelites would follow him as their leader. Because they rejected him and Pharaoh was trying to take his life for the Egyptian he had killed, Moses fled to the land of Midian (Ex 2:11-15).

Verses 30-34  Ex 3:1-9 Notice that another forty years of Moses life have passed by this point. The second forty years of his life were spent in much humbler circumstances than the first, since from Ex 3:1, it appears he was a shepherd.

Verse 35  This Moses whom they disowned  Here is another example of Israel rejecting a man that God was working through. God used Moses as a lawgiver and a deliverer for his people but many times they turned against him.

Verse 36  Performing wonders and signs

1.) In Egypt Ex 7-12 – the ten plagues

2.) In the Red Sea Ex 14

3.) Various miracles in the wilderness, such as God giving them manna and quail in Ex 16 and water from the rock in Ex 17.

Verse 37 God shall raise up for you a prophet like me  This refers to Deut 18:15, which is the same passage that Peter quoted in Acts 3:22. Stephen’s point is that Moses himself said that the Jews should follow the prophet that God would raise up for them that was like him. So Stephen is not blaspheming Moses, instead he is emphasizing the importance of obeying Moses. If the Jews were really going to obey Moses then they had to listen to and obey the prophet that would come after him, and that was Christ.

Verse 38 The congregation in the wilderness  In the Septuagint, the Greek word that we get congregation from is ekklesia. This is the same word that is translated church, or assembly, in the New Testament. Since the church is God’s called out people in the New Testament and the Israelites were God’s called out people in the Old Testament, they could be referred to, in that sense, as God’s church in the wilderness.
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Verse 38 Continued  Living oracles  The word oracles meant a divine utterance or communication. The pagans claimed to have received oracles from their gods but since their gods were not real their oracles were not divine utterances at all. Stephen is emphasizing that, since God is real and alive, the oracles that He gave to Moses were real and living messages from Him. Stephen was not a blasphemer of the Law of Moses, but was one who knew it’s divine origin and held it in high esteem.

Peter and the writer of Hebrews also agree with the living nature of God’s word (Heb 4:12; 1 Peter 1:23).

Verse 39  repudiated him  This is now the third time that Stephen has mentioned how the Jews had rejected Moses. The other two times were in verses 25-28 and verse 35.

In their hearts turned back to Egypt  Any time they did not understand something or faced a difficult challenge, they showed their lack of commitment to God and trust in him by thinking they would have been better off back in Egypt. We can do the same thing today by forgetting the depths of depravity we have been saved from and considering going back into our slavery to sin.

Verses 40-41  Ex 32.

Verses 42-43  God turned away and delivered them up  The Scriptures uniformly teach that if men are intent on remaining in sin, even after God has done everything He can to get them to change, then He will give them up (Rom 1:24-32).

The host of heaven  The sun, moon, stars and other planets. 

It was not to Me…  Here reference is made to Amos 5:25-27. Their sacrifices to God were useless because at the same time, they were worshipping idols as well. As a result of their idolatry the northern kingdom was taken into Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C., and the southern kingdom into Babylonian captivity in 606-586 B.C. Stephen shows that from their very beginning as a nation the people were rebellious to God and His will.

Moloch  Another name for Molech, a pagan god of the Ammonites, whose worship included child sacrifice.

Rompha Also spelled Romphan, Remphem, Raiphan and Rephan. Thought by some to the same as Chiun (Kiyyun or Kaiwan) which was a star god, identified with Saturn.
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Verse 44  Tabernacle of testimony  God’s presence in the tabernacle was His testimony that He was with them. In this section of Stephen’s defense he speaks about the temple in an effort to refute the charge that he had blasphemed against it.

According to the pattern  Moses was given precise instructions he was to follow in building the tabernacle. Similarly, Christ said he was going to build his church, his saved group of people, and gave specific instructions as to how to become part of it and how to function in it.

Verse 45  Joshua  Joshua is a Hebrew name. The Greek form of that name is Jesus and that is why the King James Version has Jesus in this verse instead of Joshua. See Josh 3:14-17; 18:1

Verse 46  David  Ps 132:1-9; 2 Sam 7

Verse 47 Solomon  1 Chron 22:6-10; 1 Kings 6:1; 8:20

Verse 48-50  The Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands  See 1 Kings 8:27

The quotation in verses 49-50 comes from Isa 66:1-2. Stephen has already shown that God had Solomon build the temple and that it was important. However, by quoting Isaiah, he is trying to remind them that no physical structure can actually house God. Heaven is His dwelling place and while they were His people, the temple was a place where He made His presence known. Therefore if God said that His presence would no longer be in the temple and it would be destroyed, then talking about that would simply be talking about the destruction of a physical building and would in no way be blasphemy.

Verse 51  You men  Here is where Stephen now charges his captors with rebellion against God.

Stiffnecked  This means they were stubborn, headstrong and obstinate. Just as someone whose neck is stiff and cannot physically turn, he is figuratively describing the condition of their stubborn and hardened hearts.

Uncircumcised in heart and ears  Physical circumcision was a sign of a person that was in covenant relation with God. It implied that he was living in service to God and in submission 
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Verse 51 Continued  to His Law. When that was indeed the case, it meant the person was pure and righteous before God.  Therefore a Jew that was not circumcised was not in covenant relation with God. To be uncircumcised of heart and ears was to be unwilling to do what God wanted done. Even though a person may have been physically circumcised, he may not have been living in the submission to God that circumcision was to be a sign of, and instead, was hard hearted and refused to listen to God’s instructions.

Resisting the Holy Spirit  By rejecting an inspired message from God through Stephen, they were rejecting God. They are actually the ones that are guilty of blasphemy.

Verse 52  Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute  See Mt 23:29-39

The Righteous One  Acts 3:14  Christ.

Whose betrayers and murderers you have now become  Just as Peter had convicted his accusers of murder so did Stephen in his final words.

Verse 53  Ordained by angels  God used angels in some way as He gave the law to Moses (Gal 3:10; Heb 2:2).

Verse 54  Cut to the quick  Literally meant cut in their hearts. See Acts 2:37; 5:33

Gnashing their teeth at him  Grinding their teeth at him in a fit of uncontrolled rage.

Verse 55  Full of the Holy Spirit  This was obviously being filled with the Spirit in a miraculous way because of what he was then able to do. He had a vision of Christ, which would have given him strength to finish his life remaining faithful to God.

Verse 57  The trial turns into uncontrolled chaos at this point as the highest rulers in the land are livid from Stephen’s claim of seeing the Son of Man at the right hand of God.

Verse 58  Stoning him  See Lev 24 13-16.

Saul  An accomplice to Stephen’s murder. See Acts 8:1; 22:20.  Later known as Paul.
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Verse 59  Receive my spirit! Recall what Jesus said just before his death on the cross (Lk 23:46).

Verse 60  Lord do not hold this sin against them!  In Lk 23:34 Jesus made a similar request.

He fell asleep  Stephen becomes the first Christian martyr but this will mark the beginning a persecution against the whole church causing them to scatter from Jerusalem to other places.

