ACTS CHAPTER #4

Verse 1  They were speaking.  Peter and John. See Acts 3:1.

Priests  These men from the tribe of Levi were to represent the Jewish people before God.  They were to conduct the temple services and offer the various sacrifices according to the Law of Moses.

Captain of the temple guard  This is thought to have been a priest with charge of the Levitical guard that was there to keep peace in the temple.

Sadducees  A sect of the Jews that came into being during the period between the testaments. Some think their name came from Zadok, a priest under the reign of David and Solomon (2 Sam 15:24; 1 Kings 1:34). They did not believe in spirits, angels or the resurrection (Mt 22:23-33; Acts 23:8). Although they were few in number, the Sadducees wielded a tremendous influence because of their wealth, social position, and the fact that the high priest and a number of the other priests belonged to their group. Some scholars say that they only accepted the Pentateuch, but others claim they accepted the prophets as well. One thing they were not willing to consider as law was the oral traditions of the elders. This of course was another major point of contention between them and the Pharisee.

Verse 2  Being greatly disturbed  They were offended and upset for two reasons:

1.) Peter and John were teaching - the job of the priests and other Jewish leaders.

2.) They were preaching the resurrection, which the Sadducees vehemently denied.

Verse 3  Laid hands on them  This phrase is used in a variety of ways but here just means they were physically arrested.

It was already evening  We are told that the Sanhedrin Council only met between the morning and evening sacrifices so Peter and John had to spend the night in jail and stand before the Council the next day.

Verse 4  Heard the message believed  See Rom 10:17.

The number of men  To only count the men was a common practice of Oriental nations and continues to some degree today.

About 5,000  This appears to be the total number of male Christians up to this point. If there was an equal number of females, the church in Jerusalem would have already grown to about 10,000 members.
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Verse 5  Rulers  These religious leaders may be the same group referred to as the chief priests. 

Elders  Older men that were respected for their knowledge and experience. 

Scribes  Those individuals that were copiers of the law and were also teachers and counselors of the law as well. Some, but not all of them, were priests.

The members of the Sanhedrin Council came from these three classes of people - rulers or chief priests, elders and scribes. This constituted the Supreme Court of the Jews in Jerusalem. It exercised not only civil jurisdiction, according to the Jewish law, but also, in some degree, criminal. It had administrative authority and could order arrests by its own officers of justice. It was empowered to judge cases which did not involve capital punishment. Crimes of that nature required the confirmation of the Roman procurator. But, as a rule, the procurator arranged his judgment in accordance with the demands of the Sanhedrin. There were about 70 members in the Council.

Verse 6  Annas  A high priest of the Jews and one who was lawfully entitled to this position. However, at this time the office of the high priest was filled and vacated at the will of the Roman procurator and Annas was taken out of office by Valerius Gratus in A.D. 15. Later, Annas’ son-in-law Caiaphus was made high priest. So, while Caiaphus was the acting high priest, officially appointed by Rome, Annas continued to be recognized by the Jews as the rightful high priest. See Lk 3:2; Jn18:19-24.

Caiaphas  Mentioned above. He took a leading part in planning and carrying out the death of Jesus (Mt 26:3-4, 57-68). He also prophesied of Jesus’ death in Jn 11:47-52.

John and Alexander  We know nothing definite about these men.

Verse 7 Placed them in the center  Peter and John are front and center before the most well educated and powerful people in the Jewish nation. 

In what name  By what authority.

Have you done this?  Notice how vague the question is. Do they mean the preaching, the miracle or what? By keeping their line of questioning ambiguous the Council hopes the apostles will make incriminating statements that can be used against them.
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Verse 8  Filled with the Holy Spirit  This is the fulfillment of a promise that Christ had made to the 12 apostles (Mt 10:16-20).

Rulers and elders  Peter addresses his accusers with respect.

Verse 9  If we are on trial to day for…  Peter’s approach shows the ridiculousness of them being on trial if it is for doing good and healing someone.

The name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene  It was in the name of Jesus and by His authority that the lame man was healed.

Whom you crucified  Peter now turns from defendant to prosecutor as he charges his own nation, once again, with murder (see Acts 2:23, 36; 3:15).

Verse 11  He is the stone…  This is a quote from Ps 118:22. Christ used this same passage in Mt 21:42-46 and Peter again in 1 Peter 2:4-8.

Verse 12  This is a great verse to memorize because there is no other name under heaven by which we can be saved, except the name of Jesus.

Verse 13  Confidence of Peter and John  Because of their faith and the Lord working through them as He said he would.

They were uneducated and untrained men  The apostles were just fisherman and were not highly educated men by the standards of their day. 

Began to recognize them as having been with Jesus  People should be able to look at us and see that we have been with Jesus, not physically, but through our study of His word, and the way we live it out in our lives today.

Verse 14  They had nothing to say in reply.  How could they? They could not deny the man had been healed or the explanation of the one who performed the miracle.

Verse 15  They ordered them out so they could formulate a plan against them privately.

Verse 16  This shows that their hearts were not right. They knew a miracle had been performed but they were trying to figure out a way to work around it and to undermine the message it confirmed, that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ.
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Verses 17-18  During this first arrest of Peter and John they are threatened and told to not preach or teach in the name of Jesus any more. This contradicts Mk 16:15 and Acts 1:8.

Verse 19  You be the judge  Ironically, the apostles are telling a council of the most authoritative judges in the land, that they can be the judge as to whether it is right for Peter and John to obey God or the Sanhedrin Council.

Verse 20  We cannot stop speaking  Since the government was demanding that the apostles do something in direct violation of commands of Christ, they had no option but to violate man’s law under the circumstances. We must be subject to human authority until it conflicts with divine authority, then human authority must yield. See Rom 13:1-7; Acts 5:29.

Verse 21  they let them go… on account of the people  Peter and John feared God. The Sanhedrin feared the people, who were praising God for what the apostles had done.

Verse 22  The man that was healed was more than 40 years old. In Acts 3:2 we found that he was born lame, so this is the first time he has ever walked in his 40 plus years of life.

Verse 23  They went to their own companions  This probably means the other apostles in particular but could include other disciples as well.

Verse 24  They turned to God in prayer at this very difficult and dangerous time. They address God as the all-powerful being that He is and acknowledge His control over everything. 

Verses 25-28  In their prayer, the apostles quote David from Ps 2:1-2.

1.) It was prophesied that the Jews and the Gentiles would oppose the Christ.

2.) That was fulfilled with the death of Jesus of Nazareth.

Verse 29-30  They make their request known to God:

1.) Take note of their threats.

2.) Grant us confidence to speak Thy word boldly.

3.) While you perform miracles through us in the name of Jesus.

Verse 31  God answered their prayer with a physical sign (the place where they were was shaken) and they were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. Note that God is assisting them in this, even though it is exactly what the Sanhedrin had commanded them not to do in Acts 4:18.
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Verse 32  The congregation of believers was united in their new faith and that was demonstrated by the way they took care of one another. These Christians were united as Jesus prayed they would be in Jn 17:17-26. 

Heart  The Greek word for heart designated the center of personality, the seat of thought, feeling and volition. It is the mind of man. See how the words heart and mind are used interchangeably in Heb 8:10 and Heb 10:16.

Soul  The Greek characterizes the soul as that which animates the body, it is the life of the body.

All things were common property to them  This was not a forced communism but a willingness of those who had a surplus to share with those who were in need.

Verse 33  With great power  The Holy Spirit empowering the apostles to say the right things in the right way and to confirm them with miracles.

The apostles were giving witness  Remember that this was their primary job the Lord had given them in Acts 1:8.

Abundant grace was upon them all  Grace is unmerited favor or an undeserved gift. There were two ways that grace was upon them:

1.) They had obeyed God’s message of salvation.

2.) Everybody saw the gracious attitudes and actions of Christians helping Christians.

Verse 34  Who to help was determined on a basis of need.

Verse 35  The apostles’ feet  This could have had some physical significance as to where the money was physically put but most importantly it is saying that the funds were under the oversight of the apostles. (Also see Acts 22:3 - Paul learned at the feet of Gamaliel.)

This is an excellent example of the work of benevolence being conducted in the local church. Here are a few things important to note:

1.) This would have necessitated a church treasury.

2.) The leadership, at this point the apostles, had the oversight of this work.

3.) The funds were contributed by Christians.

4.) The funds were used to help Christians.

5.) This was a free will offering.

Verse 36-37  Barnabas  He was a good example of a gracious Christian.

