ACTS CHAPTER #2

Verse 1  Pentecost   An adjective denoting fiftieth is used as a noun, with “day” understood. The day of Pentecost was one of three feast days that Jewish males were expected to attend in Jerusalem each year.

1.) Passover – Num 28:16-17; Deut 16:1-8

The fourteenth day of the first month (around the end of March and the first of April).

Associated with the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

2.) Pentecost – Lev 23:9-21; Ex 23:16; 34:22

Fifty days after the offering of the first fruits of the wheat harvest and generally fifty days after the Passover (around the latter part of May).

Also known as the Feast of Harvest and the Feast of Weeks.

3.) The Feast of Booths – Lev 23:33-44

The fifteenth day of the seventh month (around the latter part of October and the beginning of November).

Also known as the Feast of the Tabernacles.

They were all together in one place  The “they” here refers back to the last antecedent, which is the “apostles” in 1:26.

Verse 2  Noise like a violent, rushing wind  It doesn’t say it was a rushing wind but a noise that sounded like one. 

House  At this point the apostles are not in the temple, where they spent much of their time (Luke 24:53), but inside someone’s home.

Verse 3  Appeared to them tongues as of fire  Luke does not say it was fire but something that looked like fire.

Rested on each one of them  What looked like tongues of fire rested on each one of the twelve apostles (generally perceived to have been just above their heads).

Verse 4  They were all filled with the Holy Spirit  Here we find the fulfillment of what Christ promised the apostles in John 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:12-13; and in Acts 1:4-5. This was the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They were overwhelmed by the Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit took control of their minds, or miraculously empowered them, so that what they spoke at this time came directly from God. The coming of the Holy Spirit with power, as mentioned in Acts 1:8, is occurring in this verse. Christ had also told the apostles in Mark 9:1 that the kingdom would be 

ACTS CHAPTER #2

Verse 4 Continued  established when the power came. That is exactly what took place. As a result of the power the apostles were given, the gospel was preached and the kingdom was brought into existence on this very occasion. By the end of this chapter Peter will have told the people what to do to become citizens in Christ’s kingdom, the church, and about three thousand souls will have obeyed and become part of it.

Note: The apostles were the ones baptized in the Holy Spirit and not the 120 of Acts chapter one.

1.) The pronoun “they” in Acts 2:1, according to normal rules of grammar, would refer back to “the apostles” in Acts 1:26. 

2.) The promise of Holy Spirit baptism had been given to the apostles, and they were the ones told to wait for it in Jerusalem (Luke 22:14; John 14:16-17, 26; 16:12-13; Acts 1:4-5).
3.) This is on a different day than the gathering of the 120
4.) In Acts 2:14, Peter takes his stand with the eleven other apostles, not the 120, and makes a defense for their speaking in tongues.
5.) The miracles that were performed, in the beginning of the church, were accredited to the apostles and not other disciples ( Acts 2:42-43; 5:12). 
Verse 5  Tongues  “The language used by a particular people in distinction from that of other nations.” This just means languages of men. See Acts 2:8. What happened here bears no resemblance to the unintelligible babble that some people try to pass off to day as “speaking in tongues.”

Devout  “Reverencing God, pious, religious.” This means having a proper attitude toward God.

Jews…from every nation under heaven  The Jews had willingly and unwillingly scattered all over the world. Many would come for Passover and stay until Pentecost because the two feast days were as close together as they were.

Verse 6  The multitude came together  The noise that had occurred was heard throughout the city and had brought the people to the apostles. They then were amazed when they witnessed the miracle of the apostles speaking and everyone hearing them in his own language.

Verse 7  Amazed and marveled…Galileans  The people listening to the apostles knew they were just Galileans and that they could not be hearing them speak
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Verse 7 Continued  in their own language without supernatural power being involved.

Verse 8  Language to which we were born  This shows these were the languages common among the various nations represented and not a spiritual language unknown to man.

Verse 9-11  Parthians and Medes… A list of the different nations from which the Jews present in the multitude had come.

Jews and proselytes  Most of the Jews there were probably born Jews, but some we know were proselytes. A proselyte was a Gentile that had converted to the Jewish religion.

Verse 12  Amazement  They were amazed at what they were witnessing because they knew it was a miracle.

Great perplexity…”What does this mean?”   They did not understand why the miracle was being performed. They were trying to understand what it was supposed to mean to them.

Verse 13  Mocking  Some of the people totally ignored the evidence of miraculous power and were ridiculing the apostles and making light of what was happening.

Sweet wine  New wine, from the Greek word gleukos. “The sweet juice pressed from the grape, sweet wine.” We would equate this to freshly squeezed grape juice. Considering the fact that the men were mocking the apostles they were probably suggesting that what was happening was somehow due to the apostles being drunk on wine with little, if any, alcoholic content. This was intended to be a challenge to the manhood, and therefore, the credibility of the apostles if they could become drunk on such weak wine.

Verse 14  Peter  The promise that the Lord had made to Peter in Matthew 16:19 is about to fulfilled. Peter begins his explanation of what is taking place and preaches the first gospel sermon, resulting in thousands of Jews becoming Christians. This was Christ giving Peter the keys of the kingdom as Peter bound and loosed what had already been bound and loosed in heaven.

Verse 15  The third hour of the day  The hours of the day (daylight) were marked by the Jews from about 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M.. So the third hour of the day would
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Verse 15 Continued  be from 8:00 A.M. to 9:00 A.M.. The Jews also had hours of the night from 6:00 P.M. to 6:00 A.M. and they were divided into four watches:

1.) 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M.

2.) 9:00 P.M to 12:00 A.M.

3.) 12:00 A.M. to 3:00 A,.M.

4.) 3:00 A.M. to 6:00 A.M.

A twenty-four hour day for the Jews was from sunset (about 6:00 P.M.) to the next sunset.

Verse 16-19  This  Refers to the miracles that were taking place, at this point, the speaking in tongues in particular. Peter is answering the question, “What does this mean?”

Is what was spoken through the prophet Joel  Here Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32, and explains the apostles’ speaking in tongues was fulfilling that passage. 

Last days  The last days had to be in effect at this time from what Peter says. 

The last days would therefore refer to:

          1.) The last of three great dispensations:

a. The Patriarchal Age – When God spoke to the heads of families from creation until Moses.

b. The Mosaic Age – When God spoke through Moses as a prophet and lawgiver.

c. The Christian Age – God speaks to man through His Son (Heb 1:1-2).

          2.) The last days of the physical Jewish nation. The destruction of Jerusalem was just a few days away and took place when Jerusalem was conquered by Rome in A.D. 70. That was the official end of the Jewish nation as God’s people (Mt 24:1-3; 15-20; Lk 21:20-22).

I will pour forth of My Spirit
1.) The Lord had poured His Spirit on people in the past:

a. Ex 31:1-5

b. Num 11:24-30 The seventy elders and Eldad and Medad for judging and prophesying

c. Deut 34:9 Joshua for leadership

d. Ezek 2:1-2 Ezekiel for prophesy

2.) What was happening on Pentecost was fulfillment of prophecy.

Joel 2:28-32;   Zech 12:10; 13:1

ACTS CHAPTER #2

Verses 16-19 Continued

3.) Fulfillment of this prophecy would continue through the infancy of the 

the church.  Acts 6:8, 10; 7:55; 8:14-17; 21:8-9; 1 Cor 12:4-11

Prophesy  A prophet was spokesman or a mouth piece for someone else (Ex 4:16; 7:1). The prophets of God in the New Testament were able to speak by inspiration (Eph 3:3-5; Gal 1:11-12).

Vision  An appearance or visible form divinely granted.

Dream  A vision during sleep. Both visions and dreams were used by God to miraculously communicate with man.

Verses 20  The great and glorious day of the Lord   Joel, as well as other Old Testament prophets used language like this to describe judgment upon a nation. Instead of just saying it was a “dark day” in their history, they would use very picturesque language to describe how terrible the event was going to be. The context would indicate that the destruction in mind is that of the city of Jerusalem, which was less than 40 years away from the time that Peter spoke these words. The previous dispensation was coming to a close with the judgment of those people that had refused to accept the new covenant and enter into the final age of Christianity. Se the following passages for similar type of language when judgment was coming upon a city or nation:

1.) The fall of Babylon  Isa 13:1, 9-11

2.) The fall of Egypt  Ezek 30:1-5

3.) The fall of Israel  Amos 5:18-20

4.) The fall of Edom  Obadiah 1, 15

5.) The fall of Judah  Zeph 1:14-18

Verse 21  Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved  Even though the Jewish nation is coming to an end people can be spared physically and spiritually if they will put their trust in God and obey Him.

1.) Gen 4:26  Then men began to call upon the name of the Lord

2.) Gen 12:4, 7-8; 13:3-4, 18  Abram obediently went to the land of Canaan and built altars to the Lord and called upon the Lord.
3.) Mt 7:21  Calling upon the name of the Lord must be accompanied by obedience.
4.) Acts 22:16  We must call upon the Lord for salvation.
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Verse 22  Peter now begins the heart of his sermon. He has explained what the speaking in tongues of the apostles means, and now goes on to convince them that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. He does so in a very powerful and logical way from which only one conclusion can be drawn – Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ.

Jesus the Nazarene  This identifies which “Jesus” Peter is talking about so that their can be no confusion.
A man attested to you by God  This is Peter’s first point in his sermon. Jesus was a man approved of by God.

The proof that Peter gives for God’s approval of Christ was the miracles that He performed.  Jn 20:30-31

1. Miracles  These were acts beyond the laws of nature. They showed He had  supernatural power from God.

2. Wonders  This word emphasizes the effect that miracles had on the observers. It caused them to be filled with wonder.

3. Signs  A sign is an indicator. It shows us something. It appeals to our intellect. The signs that Jesus accomplished show us that God was working in Him.

Which God performed through Him  Nicodemus knew that God was with Christ because of the miracles He did.  Jn 3:2

In your midst  The miracles of Jesus were public and witnessed by thousands.

Just as you yourselves know   The chief priests and the Pharisees knew that Jesus had done miracles.  Jn 11:47-48

Verse 23  Delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God  

1.) Eph 1:3-4 God chose to save man through Christ before the foundation of the world.

2.) Isa 53:3-5 Isaiah prophesied of Christ’s sacrificial death about 750 years before Jesus died.

3.) Jn 11:47-53 Caiaphas prophesied that Christ would die for the nation.

4.) Jn 10:17-18 Jesus laid down His life of His own accord.

5.) Acts 20:28 Christ’s blood purchased the church.

6.) Eph 3:10-11 The church was part of God’s eternal plan.
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Verse 23 Continued  You nailed to a cross…and put Him to death  This is Peter’s second point in his sermon. This was a matter of public record and not something that needed to be proven. It was an historical fact.
1. Mt 26:65-66 “He is deserving of death!”

2. Mt 27:22-25 “His blood be on us and on our children!”

By the hands of godless men   The word here for “godless men” literally meant “without law” and is also translated “lawless men.” The Romans were without the law of God (1 Cor 9:21). Although the Romans actually carried out the crucifixion of Jesus, Peter convicts the Jews of killing Him, because it was at their insistence that He was put to death. Later in Acts 7:52, Stephen will also convict the Jews as “murderers.”

Verse 24  God raised Him  The third point in Peter’s sermon is that God raised Jesus from the dead. Proof for this will be in two parts:

1. David’s prophecy

2. The apostles as eye witnesses

Verses 25-28  Peter quotes Ps 16:8-11, written by David.

Hades

1. The “all receiving” place

2. The “unseen” realm of the dead

     Lk 16:19-31 The story of the rich man and Lazarus. Hades was the realm of dead. One section was for the righteous, Paradise, and the other for the wicked, torment. They were separated by a gulf and no one could cross over from one part of Hades to the other. Once there, a person’s fate was sealed.

     Lk 23:43 Christ said that he would be in Paradise that day. He of course did not stay in Hades, or Paradise, but was raised from the dead after three days. He  then spent forty days on earth before ascending to heaven to the right hand of God.

The following verses indicate that after the ascension of Christ, Paradise is now in the realm of heaven: Eph 4:8; Phil 1:21-24; 2 Cor 12:1-4

Verses 29-31Since David died and was never raised from the dead, he was not talking about himself in his prophecy, even though he spoke in the first person. Instead he looked ahead to the Christ. Also take note that David did not say the 
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Verses –31 Continued  Christ would take His throne at His second coming but following His resurrection. For more information on the reign of Christ see the supplement on the throne of David.

Verse 32  To which we are all witnesses.  The third point in Peter’s sermon, as we have outlined it, was that God raised Jesus from the dead. The second portion of his proof for that is that he, and the other apostles, were eye witnesses of the resurrection of Christ. The credibility of witnesses can be evaluated based on the external and internal evidence of their testimony.

1.) External evidence: The empty tomb. If Jesus had not raised from the dead, how do you explain the empty tomb? Where did the body go? Certainly His disciples could not have stolen the body, for a group of Roman soldiers had been sent to guard Jesus’ tomb to prevent this very thing (Mt 27:62-66; 28:11-15). Had the enemies of Jesus stolen the body, all they would have to do to silence Peter immediately would be to bring it forth.

2.) Internal evidence: “The force of human testimony depends on three things: first, the honesty of the witnesses; second, their competency; and third, their number. We ascertain whether they are honest, by considering their general character and their motives in the particular case…. Competency is determined by considering the opportunities of the witness to obtain knowledge of that to which he testifies, and his

mental capacity to observe and remember the facts. The requisite number        varies with the degree of probability attached to the facts.”

(McGarvey, Evidences of Christianity, Book II, p. 146).
Let us now consider the internal evidence concerning the apostles:

1.) Honesty – History tells us all but one of the twelve apostles died a violent death because of proclaiming what they believed. A person does not normally die for something they know to be false.
2.) Competency – They had been with Jesus continuously for about three years just before His death, so they would be able, with certainty, to identify Him to be Jesus of Nazareth after His resurrection.

3.) Number – There were twelve of them. Under the Old Covenant, it required a minimum of two witnesses for a person to be put to death for a capital offense. We have six times that number when it comes to the apostles affirming that Jesus was raised from the dead. In addition to that, there were many other witnesses that could confirm their testimony as well (1 Cor 15:5-8).
Verse 33  Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God  That God exalted Jesus, will be Peter’s fourth point in his sermon (also see Acts 5:31; Mk 16:19). He will again prove this point in two parts. First, he will show how the presence of the Holy Spirit at that time supported Jesus being exalted to the right hand of the Father in heaven. Second, he will quote David again as a prophet, and show he prophesied this very thing would take place.

Having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit  Since Jesus had already received the Holy Spirit while He was on earth, what Jesus received here was not the Holy Spirit Himself, but the thing promised by the Holy Spirit through His prophet David.  In this context the thing promised was Christ being exalted to the right hand of God (taking His seat on His throne next to God).

He has poured forth this which you both see and hear  

1.) Jesus had told the apostles that he had to go back to the Father so that He could send them the Holy Spirit (Jn 16:5-7; 15:26-28).

2.) The Holy Spirit came in Acts 2:1-4. Therefore, the apostles knew that Jesus was in heaven with the Father since He had sent them the Holy Spirit.
Verses 34-35  It was not David who ascended into heaven  Here again Peter is affirming that David was not talking about himself, but instead, about Jesus the Christ. He quotes Ps 110:1. Also see Mt 22:41-46 where Christ questioned the Pharisees about this passage.

Verse 36   Know for certain  Peter now comes to the conclusion of his sermon. He has powerfully proven, leaving no room for doubt, that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah and that they were guilty of murdering Him.
Lord  Signifies having power and authority; master.

Christ  This word meant the anointed one. It was the Greek word meaning the same thing as the Hebrew word Messiah. There were various ones that were anointed in the history of God’s people, but the most important anointed one was Jesus:

a. Priests Lev  4:3, 5

b. Prophets Ps  105:15

c. Kings  1 Sam 2:10; 2 Sam 1:14

d. Jesus was all three of these  Heb 1:1-3

ACTS CHAPTER #2

Verse 37  They were pierced to the heart  The honest and sincere individuals in Peter’s audience were truly touched in their hearts because they realized the great sin they had committed.

What shall we do  This portrays their sense of guilt and helplessness upon being convicted of murdering the Messiah.

Verse 38  Peter now begins to tell these new believers in Jesus what they need to do next.
Repent  Most literally, this word meant “to change one’s mind. However, in 2 Cor 7:8-11 we can find the following working definition for repentance:  a change of mind, brought about by godly sorrow, resulting in a change of life.

Be baptized  

Baptism =  a noun meaning an immersion or a submersion

Baptize =  a verb meaning:

· to immerse or submerge

· to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash

· to overwhelm (when used metaphorically)

Some typical uses of the word then could have involved:

1.)  A ship sunk (baptized) in the harbor

2.) To bury (baptize) a dead animal in the ground.

3.) Dipping (baptizing) a ladle into wine or water

4.) Washing (baptizing) clothes or utensils in water

In the name of Jesus Christ  This meant to be baptized by the authority of Jesus, or because of His teaching. 
Please note that this verse does not tell us the element in which people were baptized when they were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. However, by looking at other related passages we can determine with confidence what that element was. 

Here are three facts that we do know from Acts 2:38:

1.) Repentance and baptism are commanded.

2.) This is saving baptism because sins are forgiven as a result of it.

3.) This baptism is in the name of Jesus Christ.
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Verse 38 Continued  Typically, there are two suggestions for what people were baptized in when considering this saving baptism in the name of Jesus and they are:

1.) The Holy Spirit

2.) Water

The verses that follow help us understand that water was the element involved in the baptism commanded in this verse:
1.) Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

2.) Acts 8:14-17 – Peter and John had to lay hands on some believers so that they could receive the Holy Spirit. These were people that had already been baptized in the name of Jesus, so baptism, in the name of Jesus was not baptism in the Holy Spirit.

3.) Acts 8:35-39 – Philip taught the Ethiopian eunuch about Jesus and then baptized him in water. Therefore, this was a baptism in the name of Jesus Christ and the element used was water.

4.) Acts 11:14 – God told Cornelius that Peter would tell him what he needed to do in order to be saved.

5.) Acts 10:44 – While Peter was telling Cornelius this message of salvation, the Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and the other Gentiles.

6.) Acts 11:15-17 – Peter had just begun talking to Cornelius when the Holy Spirit fell on him and the other Gentiles. Peter recognized this to be baptism of the Holy Spirit, just as the Apostles had experienced on the day of Pentecost.

7.) Acts 10:45-48 – Peter then finished telling Cornelius what to do to be saved. Peter asked who could refuse the water for them to be baptized since they had been baptized in the Holy Spirit just as the Apostles had been. He then commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

So, even after having been baptized in the Holy Spirit, Cornelius and the Gentiles were told by Peter to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ in order to be saved, and that baptism was in water.

Therefore, the baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sins that Peter commanded in Acts 2:38 must have been in water, just as the saving baptism he commanded in the name of Jesus Christ in Acts 10:48 was. 

For the forgiveness of your sins  The word “for” means “unto” or “for the purpose of.” Peter told the Jews they needed to be baptized in order to have their sins forgiven. This word is used in a similar phrase in Mt 26:28. There the blood of 
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Verse 38 Continued  Christ was going to be poured out so that mankind might be able to have forgiveness of sin and not because all of mankind’s sins had already been forgiven. Another verse that shows that sins are forgiven when a person is baptized, is Acts 22:16. Even though Paul was a penitent believer, at that time he was told he needed to be baptized to have his sins washed away, or forgiven.
And you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit  This could grammatically be understood two ways: 

1.) The gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself.

a. Rom 8:9-11  Christ and the Holy Spirit are in Christians.

b. Eph 3:17 Christ dwells in hearts through faith.

c. Rom 10:17  Faith comes by hearing the word of Christ.

d. 1 Jn 3:23-24  God is in us and we are in God when we keep His commandments.

2.) The gift of the Holy Spirit is a gift from Him.

a. 1 Cor 12:4-11  Miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit.

b. Rom 6:23  Salvation is a free gift and that gift was made known through the Holy Spirit.

The Bible supports both of the options above as true. In this situation though, the context seems to best fit the gift being salvation that comes from the Holy Spirit, since He guided the apostles into all the truth (point “b” under number “2”).

Verse 39  The promise  Of forgiveness of sins mentioned in verse 38. This is also part of what was promised to Abraham in Gen 12:1-3.

For you and your children  The Jews.

And for all who are far off  The Gentiles (Eph 2:11-13).

Call to Himself  We are called to God through the gospel (2Thes 2:14).

Verse 40  With many other words  There are a variety of things that could have been included at this point in Peter’s sermon. One of the most likely would be further instruction concerning the church or kingdom of God. That was part of the message of Philip in Acts 8:12 as he preached the gospel. See the supplement attached relating to the kingdom.
Exhorting  To exhort, means to call to one’s side, to beg, entreat, beseech.
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Verse 40 Continued  Be saved from this perverse generation!  This is one more statement showing that Peter was holding this generation of his own people accountable for their sins and letting them know that they were lost. The good news was they could be saved. (Phil 2:12 Work out your own salvation…)

Verse 41  Those who received his word were baptized To receive the word was to accept it as true and obey it. To accept the word of Peter in this situation was to accept Christ, Jn 13:20.

Added that day about three thousand souls  About three thousand people were saved after obeying Peter’s message.

Verse 42  Continually devoting  To give constant attention to something. There were four things they were devoting themselves to:

1.) The apostles’ teaching  In the Great Commission, Jesus instructed His apostles to teach all nations, baptize them, and then teach them all things that He had commanded them, Mt 28:18-20.

2.) Fellowship  Joint participation toward a common goal, sharing, communion. The Bibles emphasis in its use of this word is the spiritual effort we share as Christians. (1 Cor 1:9; 1 Jn 1:3)

3.) Breaking of bread  This phrase could mean one of two things, depending on the context: (1) a common mean (2) the Lord’s Supper, as instituted in Mt 26:26-29. The context here would indicate this is referring to the Lord’s Supper.
4.) Prayers  This is man’s line of communication to God. Prayer should be an integral part of our lives, 1 Thes 5:17.

Verse 43  Sense of awe  Our word awe comes from the Greek word “phobos.” It meant fear, dread, terror but also could mean reverence and respect.

Through the apostles   It is only the apostles that are mentioned as performing miracles at this time. They were able to confirm that they were telling the truth by the signs and wonders they were doing. (Mk 16:20; Heb 2:1-4)

Verses 44-45  Had all things in common…sharing…as anyone might have need  This was not a forced communism but a free will sharing by Christians. Also notice that this was Christians helping other Christians. This was part of the benefit and responsibility that came with being in the spiritual family, the church.
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Verse 46  Day by day  They were spending time together dealing with spiritual things on a daily basis.

One mind  Unity of purpose.

Breaking bread house to house  The context here is very clearly referring to eating their common meals together.

The Lord was adding to their number  People were hearing and obeying the gospel on a daily basis and therefore the Lord was adding them to the number of people that had been saved. The Lord adds us to the universal body of Christ and man adds people to local congregations.







