ACTS CHAPTER #28

Chapter Key:  Paul’s arrival in Rome.

Verse 1  Malta  This island is called Melita in the King James Version. It is about 17 miles long, 9 miles wide and located approximately 90 miles southwest of Syracuse, Sicily. It was conquered by Rome in 242 B.C., and with excellent natural harbors, it was a convenient haven for ships.

Verse 2  Natives  Literally, barbarians.  If you did not speak Greek, then to Romans, you were considered a barbarian. That did not mean you were part of an ignorant, savage uncivilized group of people, but simply that you did not know Greek.

Verse 3  Viper  Thought to be an adder. It was evidently recognized to be a poisonous snake based on the reaction of the natives in verses 4-6.

Verse 4  Justice has not allowed this man to live.  The natives see the snake and think that Paul is going to die from its bite and assume that he must be a murderer receiving the punishment that he had coming.

Verse 5  Suffered no harm  This is part of what Mk 16:17-18 is talking about.

Verse 6  He was a god.  When Paul did not drop dead from the snake’s bite, the people then decided he must be a god. This is the opposite of what happened to Paul in Acts 14:8-19.

Verse 7  Publius  The name of the individual that was called the “leading man” of the island, and is thought by some to have been a Roman appointed governor of the island. We do not know if he, or anyone else ever became Christians, but some traditions say that he did and that he even died a martyr. 

Verse 8-10  Fever and dysentery  Dysentery was an intestinal disorder. Paul miraculously healed Publius’ father of both the fever and dysentery. After others were healed also, Paul and his companions were honored and helped on their way by the people of the island.

Verse 11  The Twin Brothers  They were also known as Castor and Pollux, supposedly the sons of Zeus, or Jupiter, and were the guardians of sailors.
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Verses 12-14  When Paul’s ship left Malta, they sailed to Syracuse and then to Rhegium. After leaving Rhegium they went through the Strait of Mesinna, separating Sicily from Italy, and sailed northwest to Puetoli, where they stayed with some brethren for seven days. 

Verse 15  When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.  When the brethren in Rome heard that Paul and Luke were in Italy, some of them traveled down to meet them at the Market of Appius (about 43 miles from Rome) and Three Inns (about 33 miles) from Rome. Remember that Paul had written to the church in Rome while he was in Corinth on the 3rd Journey and had mentioned that he wanted to visit them (Rom 1:8-15). Now he is there, but not under the circumstances he had expected. Instead he was meeting them in bonds as a prisoner. He evidently was concerned that because of this, some of the brethren, especially the weaker ones, might be offended or ashamed of him. However, when they showed their support for him by coming to meet him so far from Rome, he was encouraged by their presence.

Verse 16  And when we entered Rome  Just as Christ had promised Paul, he safely made his destination, Rome. He was also allowed to stay by himself, along with his guard.

Verse 17-20  Paul called the leaders of the Jews together to talk with them. This was probably after he had had a chance to visit with the brethren during the first three days he was in Rome. He wanted to explain to the Jews himself, why he was there, and also to have a chance to preach to them.

Verse 21-22  The Jews in Rome had not received any letters concerning Paul. Probably because the Jews in Jerusalem realized that their pursuit of Paul at this time would only bring more problems on themselves than on Paul. However, the Jews in Rome were anxious to here what Paul had to say about the sect that he had become a part of, because from what they had heard, it was spoken against everywhere.

Verse 23  Note how familiar the key points to his preaching are (also see Acts 2; 8:12, 35): 

1.) The Kingdom of God – The Jews had a misconception of the nature of the new kingdom, which had to be corrected. They needed to understand that it was of a spiritual nature and different from the physical kingdom of the old covenant. They also needed to know that it had already been established.

2.) Jesus – He explained first that the Messiah, or Christ, had to suffer and die, and secondly, that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ (Acts 17:3; 18).
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Verse 24  There always has been and always will be two kinds of people:

1.) Those with honest and sincere hearts that are searching for truth. 

2.) Those with stiff necks and stubborn hearts that cling to their traditions and refuse to accept truth no matter how much evidence they are provided.

Unfortunately the Lord has told us that the first group will typically be much smaller than the second.

Verses 25-27  Paul quotes from Isa 6:9-10. (See also Mt 13:10-17.)

Verse 28-29  Gentiles  See Acts 9:15; 13:46-49.

Verses 30-31

1.) Paul was in prison for a period of two years approximately during A.D. 61-63. It was during this time that he wrote four more letters that we refer to as the prison epistles (Eph 3:1; 4:1; 6:20; Philippians 1:13; Col 4:18; Philemon 1:10).

2.) He had his own rented quarters but he was still in chains and under guard (Acts 28:16; Eph 6:19-20). 

3.) He was welcoming all who came and was able to preach and teach unhindered.

Note what McGarvey says about this time in Paul’s life: “The guard was changed according to uniform custom every three hours, unless an exception was made of the sleeping hours in this particular case. In this way it became the privilege of not less than five or six different soldiers to be present and hear his preaching and teaching every day.” McGarvey – Acts, P. 287.

Note: Luke closes without telling us Paul’s fate. This seems somewhat strange since it was his focus from chapter twenty-one to the end of the book. The most logical explanation is that he finished his writing by including everything that took place right up to the moment that he completed his work. He did not tell us the results of Paul’s trial because Paul had not stood before Caesar yet, and was still waiting in prison. It appears that Luke felt compelled to write what he did when he did, without knowing at that time what the future held for Paul. However, from what we know now, Paul was set free. In our last class we will look at some passages in other New Testament writings that give us an idea of events involving Paul that occurred after the time period covered in the book of Acts.

