ACTS CHAPTER #27

Chapter Key:  Paul’s shipwreck.

Verse 1  We should sail for Italy  Luke is once again traveling with Paul. He picked Luke up on the third journey in Philippi (Acts 20:5-6) and he accompanied Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 21:17).

A centurion of the Augustan cohort named Julius  This is the Roman officer that will be in charge of Paul during his trip to Rome.

Verse 2  Adramyttian ship  Adramyttian, or Adramyttium, was a city on the coast of Mysia in Asia Minor.

Aristarchus  We were first introduced to him in Acts 19:29 in the city of Ephesus. When Paul wrote to the Colossians and to Philemon, Aristarchus was with him (Col 4:10; Philemon 24).

Verse 3  Sidon  The oldest of the Phoenician cities on the Mediterranean coast of northern Palestine, located about 20 miles northeast of Tyre. It was founded by Sidon the son of Canaan (Gen 10:15) and became an important Canaanite city (Gen 10:19).

Julius treated Paul with consideration  Perhaps the lack of any credible charges against Paul and his demeanor as someone who could be trusted made it possible for him to receive some special considerations. However, he was probably still accompanied by a Roman soldier where ever he went.

Verse 4  Sailed under the shelter of Cyprus  They sailed to the east and then north of Cyprus.

Verses 5-6  Myra at Lycia  Myra was one of the chief cities of the province of Lycia. It was located about two and a half miles from the Mediterranean Sea on the Andracus River. Here Paul was put on an Alexandrian ship that was bound for Italy.

Verses 7-8  They sailed from Myra past Cnidus to Crete, going by Salmone on the eastern end of Crete. With difficulty they arrived at Fair Havens, which is just west of Lasea and in about the middle of the southern coastline of Crete.

Verse 9  The fast was already over  The Day of Atonement is recognized as the only day that the Jews were commanded to fast. The command to “humble your souls” found in Lev 16:29 
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Verse 9  Continued  is said to be an old term for fasting. The Day of Atonement came in our September or October and so with winter approaching, the seas became dangerous for sailing.

Verses 10-13  A discussion about whether to continue any farther or to spend the winter where they were took place between Paul, the centurion and the captain of the ship. It is understandable that the centurion would give more weight to the opinion of the captain than to Paul’s. Therefore, it was determined they would sail for the city of Phoenix, since it was a seaport that was better protected and more conducive to spending the winter there.

Verse 14  Euraquilo  A northeaster.

Verse 16  The ship’s boat  The ship was towing a smaller boat that could be used as a life boat in an emergency.

Verse 17  Supporting cables  These cables, or strong ropes, were passed underneath the ship from one side to the other and tightened to strengthen the hull and keep its timbers from coming apart. 

Syrtis  This was a large area of very shallow water and quicksand along the coast of north Africa.

Verse 19  The ship’s tackle  This is understood by most to be the furnishings of the ship: beds, tables, chairs, etc. They would have kept anything that was necessary to sail the ship. 

Verse 20  Neither sun nor stars appeared  Without being able to see these, calculating the ships position or direction was impossible.

Verse 21  Paul’s “I told you so!”

Verses 22-26  Paul encouraged everyone and made it known that God had communicated to him through an angel, and that everyone was going to be spared, but the ship would be lost. 
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Verse 27  The fourteenth night  The ship had been adrift in the storm for two weeks.

The Adriatic Sea  This was a name for the central part of the Mediterranean Sea south of Italy.

Verse 28  They took soundings  They dropped a weighted line overboard and measured the depth of the water. 

Twenty fathoms  A fathom was six feet, so 20 fathoms was a depth of 120 feet and 15 fathoms equaled 90 feet.

Verse 29  The stern  The rear of the ship.

Verses 30-32  Paul stopped some sailors from trying to escape from the ship in the life-boat.

Verses 33-35  Paul encouraged everyone to eat and assured them they were all going to survive with no harm. He then offered a prayer and thanked God for their food. (There is a time for private prayer and a time for public prayer - Mt 6:5-6; 1 Tim 2:8; 1 Tim 4:4-5.)

Verses 36-38  All the people listened to Paul and were encouraged and ate their food. The ship held 276 persons. Once they had eaten they threw the remaining food overboard to lighten the ship.

Verses 39-40  They cut the ropes to the anchors and left them in sea. At the same time they loosened the ropes that had held the rudders and hoisted the foresail to the wind. “The rudders were only paddle-rudders, one at each corner of the stern, and while the ship was riding at anchor their handles were pressed down on the deck, and fastened there, so that their paddle ends would be lifted out of the water, and saved from being broken by the waves. These were now loosed that they might by used in steering…”  McGarvey, Acts p. 273.

Verses 41-44  The ship ran aground on a reef or a sandbar and was eventually destroyed by the pounding of the waves. The soldier’s plan to kill all the prisoners was overruled by the centurion and everyone made it to shore safely just as God had told Paul they would.

