ACTS CHAPTER #26

Chapter Key:  Paul’s defense before Agrippa.

Verse  3  Agrippa had been raised in the Jewish faith even though he had a political loyalty to Rome. It was because of his background in Judaism that he had been made the superintendent of the Temple in Jerusalem, as was mentioned in the notes for Acts 25:13. Paul was obviously familiar with his religious training.

Verse 5  I lived as a Pharisee  See Acts 22:3 and Phil 3:5-6.

Verse 6 The hope of the promise made by God to our fathers  One of the clearest passages where hope is promised to man is in Gen 12:1-3, where God promised to Abraham that through his seed, all the nations of the earth would be blessed. Paul tells us in Gal 3:16 that the “seed” is Christ. Through Christ’s resurrection, we also can have a hope of being raised from the dead and of living eternally with our Father in heaven, if we obey His will. See also Acts 23:6; 24:21.

Verse 7  To which our twelve tribes hope to attain  This spiritual promise was the promise that the Jews were looking forward to (or at least should have been). It was the promise of which the Old Testament prophesied. Today many teach that the hope of Israel is to enjoy some kind of earthly millennial reign of the Messiah, but Paul associated the hope that he and others had with the resurrection of the dead (Acts 23:6; 1 Jn 2:25).

Verse 8  In asking the question that he does in this verse, he turns from Agrippa whom he had been addressing alone, to all those present, including Festus. This is made clear in the Greek because the pronoun “you” is in the plural instead of the singular. 

Verses 9-10  These verses show that Paul lived by his conscience and did what he thought he should do, including locking people up in prison, or even putting them to death because they were Christians.

Verse 11  Blaspheme  The name of Jesus, not God the Father.

Verse 14  And when we had all fallen to the ground  In Acts 9 and 22 we are only told about Paul falling to the ground. Here we learn that everyone else did as well.
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Verse 14  Continued  It is hard for you to kick against the goads.  Paul was doing what he thought he should do but in reality he was only making his own situation worse. See notes on Acts 9:5.

Verse 18  Note that we are either in service of Satan or of God. There is no middle ground.

   Darkness 



or
Light  1 Peter 2:9

   Dominion of Satan

or
Dominion of God  1 Peter 2:9

   Domain of darkness

or 
Kingdom of His beloved Son  Col 1:13


   Lost in sin



or
Forgiveness of sins and inheritance Col 1:13

   With the lost in darkness
or
Sanctified (set apart) by faith in Christ 1 Peter 2:9

Verse 19  I did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision  The purpose of miracles was to confirm the message being taught (Mk 16:20). To people with honest hearts, wanting to know truth and serve God, miracles were sufficient proof. Paul had miraculously seen and talked with Jesus and therefore, believed His message that He was the Christ, and was obedient to His word.

Verse 20  Paul taught Jews and Gentiles that they should:

1.) Repent

2.) Turn to God

3.) Perform deeds appropriate to repentance

Verse 22  Help from God  Paul recognized that God, through his providence, had delivered him from the Jews that were trying to take his life.

Verse 24  You are out of your mind!  This statement shows why Paul said what he did in Acts 26:8. Festus obviously finds the idea of someone raising from the dead ridiculous and therefore, anyone who would seriously think such a thing possible would have to be crazy.

Verse 27  Do you believe the prophets? I know that you do.  Agrippa claimed to believe the prophets as a Jew and Paul knew this very well. Paul was attempting to get Agrippa to see that if he really did believe what the prophets said, he must believe in and accept Jesus as the Christ, because He was the one about which they prophesied. 

ACTS CHAPTER #26

Verse 28  In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.  We are not sure whether this was a question or a statement. Either way there is no evidence that Agrippa ever became a Christian. If his attitude was similar to the Herods in general then it is most likely he was saying “Paul, do you really think that in such a short time you can make me a Christian?” 

Verse 29  Which ever way Agrippa’s response was intended, Paul further appealed to him and to all who were listening to believe in Christ. 

Verse 31  This man is not doing anything worthy of death or imprisonment.  Even though his audience was not receptive to his message they acknowledged that Paul was not guilty of anything deserving what his enemies were demanding. Unfortunately for Festus, this did nothing to help him in his dilemma as to what to write to Caesar concerning the charges against Paul.

Verse 32  This man might have been set free, if he had not appealed to Caesar.  However, under the circumstances which Paul faced, he could have been killed by the Jews had he not appealed to Caesar. Since it was God’s will for Paul to go to Rome, He provided the opportunity for that to happen through this particular legal right.
