ACTS CHAPTER #24

Chapter Key:  Paul’s defense before Felix.

Verse 1  After five days  See notes that follow on verse 11.

A certain attorney named Tertullus  The word that is translated attorney in this verse literally meant an orator. Tertullus appears to have been a professional orator or speaker as opposed to someone who was specifically trained in all of the details of the law.

Verses 2-4  Tertullus begins by trying to win Felix over with compliments.

Verses 5-6  The charges are made against Paul:

1.) He is a real pest.

2.) He stirs up dissension among all the Jews throughout the world.

3.) He is a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.

4.) He tried to desecrate the temple.

Verse 9  Asserting these things were so  The rest of the Jews that had come to condemn Paul could only assert that these things were so they could not prove them. Also note that the last charge listed was that Paul had tried to desecrate the temple. Originally they said that he had desecrated the temple (Acts 21:28) not that he had tried to.

Verse 10  Paul’s introduction is also complimentary but much briefer.

Verses 11-13  It seems Paul’s first line of defense was that since he had come to Jerusalem on this most recent trip only twelve days ago, he would not have had time to do all the things of which he was accused, since six of the those days he had been in custody. His second argument was that he had not been involved in any discussions to plan, or that had resulted in riots. He emphasizes that the allegations were groundless. His accusers had no proof.

Verse 14  The Way that they call a sect  He admitted that he was part of a group of Jews that some called a sect. He did not acknowledge the title ringleader, which has a negative connotation. He did make the claim that what he was doing was in complete harmony with the Law and the Prophets.

Verse 15  The resurrection  A single resurrection of all that have lived whether good or evil. This is in agreement with what Christ said (Jn 5:28-29).

ACTS CHAPTER #24

Verse 16  Blameless conscience  See notes on Acts 23:1.

Verse 17  Bring alms to my nation  Financial help from the other churches for the needy Christians in Jerusalem.

Present offerings  This relates to what the elders had asked Paul to do to show the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem that he was not antagonistic to Moses and Jewish customs (Acts 21:18-26).

Verses 18-21  Paul repeats that the case against him has no proof and no witnesses.

Verse 22  Felix… put them off  He had all that he needed to make a proper decision, but for some motive other than justice, he postponed rendering his judgment.

Verse 23  At least Paul was granted some special privileges while being kept in custody.

Verse 24  Drusilla  According to Josephus, she was the daughter of Herod Agrippa, who murdered James the apostle. Felix had employed a sorcerer to convince her to leave her husband and marry Felix.

Verse 25  Righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come  Knowing what little we do about Felix, we can see why these subjects would make him fearful.

Verse 26 Money  He was hoping that Paul would offer him a bribe.

Verse 27  After two years  Felix was not concerned with what was right but only what he thought would benefit him the most personally. So as a political gesture of goodwill toward the Jews, he sacrificed Paul’s freedom. According to some accounts, when replaced by Porcius Festus, Felix was called to Rome by Nero and almost put to death. Instead he was banished to Gaul and died there.

