ACTS CHAPTER #23

Chapter Key:  Paul’s defense before the Sanhedrin Council.

Verse 1  Good conscience  Your conscience is that part of you that makes you feel good when you do what you think is right and makes you feel bad when you do what you think is wrong. Paul is a good example of someone who was doing the wrong thing, but at the time was very confident that it was right. Also see Acts 24:16; 26:9-11; 1 Tim 1:13.

Verse 3  You whitewashed wall  This was the same thing as calling the high priest a hypocrite. He did this because Ananias was supposedly judging Paul according to the Law, but he himself had just violated it by having Paul struck before he was convicted of anything.

Christ similarly condemned the scribes and Pharisees in Mt 23:27-28.

Verse 5  You shall not speak evil of a ruler of your people.  Even though what Paul said concerning the high priest was true, his statements here appear to be an apology. For some reason he did not realize that Ananias was the high priest and had he known, he would have talked to him differently. The command to not speak evil of a ruler that he makes reference to is found in Ex 22:28. In the New Testament we have similar passages teaching us to respect authority and to pray for our rulers (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17; 1 Tim 2:1-2).

Verse 6-9  I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!  Paul could see that he was not going to receive a fair trial from the Sanhedrin Council, so knowing how divided they were over the subject of life after death, he introduced this controversy in his defense. As a result he skillfully turned the Sadducees and Pharisees against one another. 

Verse 10  Once again the commander has to rescue Paul and is still without a satisfactory explanation as to why the Jews wanted to put him to death.

Verse 11  The Lord stood at his side and said  This is the second time that the Lord appeared in a vision to Paul during his service as a Christian. The first was in Acts 18:9. 

Take courage … You must witness at Rome also.  From what we saw earlier, Paul did not know if death awaited him at Jerusalem, but if necessary he was ready to die there for the Lord (Acts 20:22-24; 21:13). We do know that he had planned to go to Rome (Acts 19:21). Now Paul knew that he would reach that goal. Undoubtedly this was not as he had intended, but nonetheless, he now had assurance from the Lord that he would make it to Rome.
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Verses 12-15  The Jews formed a conspiracy  Forty men vowed that they would not eat or drink until they had killed Paul. They went to the Council who agreed to their plot.

Verse 16  The son of Paul’s sister  This is all we know of Paul’s family. We are not told how his nephew found out about the plan to kill Paul but after learning of it he made it known to Paul.

Verses 17-19  Paul’s nephew is taken to the commander, at Paul’s request, so he can inform him of the murder plot. The way Luke describes the commander taking Paul’s nephew by the hand we are left with the impression that he was a young little boy.

Verses 20-22  The commander gets the information from Paul’s nephew and then tells him to not mention any of what he had told him to anyone else. This would have been important for the boy’s own safety as well as keeping Paul’s enemies from knowing that the commander was aware of their plans.

Verse 23  Note that there were a total of 470 men traveling with Paul to guard him when he left Jerusalem to go to Caesarea. They were to be ready by the third hour of the night which would have been somewhere between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

Verse 24  Felix the governor  Felix was the governor or procurator of Judea. Albert Barnes records the following about him in his book on Acts: “His place of residence was Caesarea, about sixty miles from Jerusalem. His name was Antonius Felix. He was a freedman of Antonia, the mother of the Emperor Claudius. He was high in the favor of Claudius, and was made by him governor of Judea. Josephus calls him Claudius Felix. He had married three wives in succession that were of royal families, one of whom was Drusilla, afterward mentioned in 24:24, who was sister to King Agrippa. Tacitus (Hist. V.9) says he governed with all the authority of a king, and the baseness and insolence of a slave. ‘He was an unrighteousness governor, a base, mercenary, and a bad man’ (Clarke).” Barnes, pp. 327-328.

Verse 25  He wrote a letter  The commander wrote a letter to be given to Felix explaining why he had sent Paul to him. The text of the letter is contained in verses 26-30.

Verse 26  Claudius Lysias  This is the first time we are told the name of the commander that had taken custody of Paul.
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Verse 27  This particular statement was not true. He did rescue Paul, but he did not find out that he was a Roman citizen until after he had bound him in preparation to scourge a confession out of him. He obviously did not want Felix to know what he had done prior to learning about Paul’s citizenship.

Verse 28-29  Claudius Lysias had diligently tried to find out what Paul was guilty of and had determined he had done nothing worthy of death or imprisonment. 

Verse 30  Not only had the commander sent Paul to Felix, but he had also given instructions to anyone wanting to bring charges against Paul, that they must do so before Felix.

Verses 31-35  Paul was delivered to Felix in Caesarea and was kept in Herod’s Praetorium, which was the palace built there by Herod the Great. It was the official residence of the governor and evidently had a guard-room in it for keeping prisoners when necessary.

