ACTS CHAPTER #22

Chapter Key:  Paul’s defense before the Jewish people.

Verse 1  Brethren and fathers  Paul addresses his fellow Jews appealing to their common heritage. Ironically this is how Stephen began his defense in Acts 7:2. On this occasion Paul is not the persecutor but the one being persecuted.

Verse 2  Hebrew dialect  Paul could have spoken to them in Greek but by using Hebrew, actually Jewish Aramaic, he was hoping they would identify with him more and be more receptive to his message.

Verse 3  Gamaliel  As Paul gives his background as a Jew he emphasizes his training was under Gamaliel, a teacher of the law that was highly respected among the Jews.

Strictly according to the law of our fathers  Paul was a Pharisee (Acts 23:6). The law that Paul was taught in this group of Jews not only involved what had been written in the Scriptures, but also included the oral traditions which had been handed down by their forefathers. 

Zealous for God  See Acts 8:1-3; 9:1-2; Gal 1:14.

As you all are today.  They had zeal, but without knowledge (Rom 10:2).

Verse 6  About noon  This information was not given in Acts 9. Later in Acts 26:13, Paul will add that the light was brighter than the sun.

Verse 9  Those who were with me beheld the light  They saw the light but they did not see Jesus (Acts 9:7)

Did not understand the voice  They heard the voice but did not understand it. Whether they even recognized the noise they heard as a voice we do not know. The one thing we are sure of is they comprehended no message from what they heard.

Verse 10  What shall I do Lord?  The answer here is in slightly different wording but means the same thing as the response in Acts 9:6. He was instructed to go into the city and he would be told what he must do?
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Verse 14  To see the Righteous One  See notes on Acts 9:5 where this Righteous One is identified as Jesus.

Verse 16  Why do you delay?  This showed the urgency of Paul doing what needed to be done. Once we are aware of what God wants us to do we need to do it as soon as possible.

Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins  Even though Paul was a penitent believer, and would have undoubtedly confessed his belief in Christ by this point, he still had his sins. So just as Peter told the Jews in Acts 2 to be baptized in order to properly deal with their sins, Anianas told Paul the same thing.

Calling on His name.  Calling on the name of the Lord would involve praising Him, obeying Him, asking for His help and depending on Him. In this situation, when Paul was baptized so that he could have his sins washed away, he was calling on the name of the Lord. 

Verse 17  When I returned to Jerusalem  This return would have been about three years after his conversion (Acts 9:23-26; Gal 1:15-18). 

Verse 18  Get out of Jerusalem  The Lord knew the hearts of these Jews and told Paul to leave so that he could go and find people that would listen to his testimony about Christ (Acts 9:29-30). 

Verses 19-20  Paul gives reasons why he thinks the Jews will listen to him.

Verse 21  Go! For I will send you far away to the Gentiles.  After the Lord listened to Paul he restated his command. In the future Paul would have opportunity to preach to other Jews but his work would have a special emphasis among the Gentiles.

Verse 22  They listened to him up to this statement  When they heard the word “Gentiles” the crowd once again was enraged at Paul and they were yelling for him to be put to death.

Verse 23  All of their actions were intended to show their total disdain for Paul.
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Verse 24  Examined by scourging  Since the commander had been unsuccessful in his efforts to find out what Paul was guilty of, he thought a confession would be forthcoming after Paul was scourged.

Verse 25  They stretched him out with thongs  In preparation to be scourged the prisoner was bent forward on a reclining post, making his back taunt, and then bound to it with leather thongs. The passage could also be translated with the meaning that he was stretched out for the leather thongs with which he was going to be scourged.

Is it lawful…?  This time Paul makes his Roman citizenship known before he is beaten as opposed to what happened in Acts 16.

Verse 28  I acquired this citizenship with a large sum of money  There were evidently three ways that a person could legally acquire Roman citizenship:

1.) Conferred by the senate for meritorious conduct.

2.) Inherited from a father who was a citizen.

3.) Automatically given to those born in a city that had been granted the status of a “free city” by Rome.

Many people illegally gained citizenship by bribery and that appears to be how the commander received his.

Verse 29  The commander was afraid  When the commander found out that Paul was a Roman citizen he was afraid because he knew the answer to Paul’s question was that it was not lawful for a Roman citizen to be treated the way that Paul had been.

Verse 30  The commander arranged for Paul to appear before the Sanhedrin Council hoping to find out exactly what Paul was being accused of so that he would know how to deal with him.

