ACTS CHAPTER #19

Chapter Key:  The church at Ephesus.

Verse 1  The upper country  As Paul took off on his third journey in Acts 18:23, Luke told us that he traveled through Galatia and Phrygia. That part of Asia Minor is here referred to as the upper country because it was inland and more elevated than the lowland coastal area where Ephesus was situated.

Ephesus  In Acts 18:21, Paul had told the Christians here that he would come back if it was God will. As it turned out returning here was a very important part of Paul’s work on this journey. The city of Ephesus is estimated by some to have been the fourth largest city in the world during the first century, with a population of 250,000 to 300,000 people. It was located at the mouth of the Cayster River and was the most favored seaport in the province of Asia. It was a commercial, political and religious center. Ephesus was the home of the Artemision, a magnificent temple honoring the goddess Artemis (her Roman name was Dianna) and was considered one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Greek mythology held that Artemis was the twin sister of Apollo and the daughter of Zeus. She was considered to be the goddess of fertility, among other things. Inside her temple in Ephesus was a statue of her that her followers claimed had come to them directly from Zeus. Among the cities many ruins is an outdoor theater that seated about 24,000 people and was probably where the riot took place that almost claimed the lives of Paul and other Christians, before being providentially brought under control and to a peaceful conclusion.

Disciples  We do not know exactly how much these men knew about Jesus but we will find out that they had not been baptized in His name.

Verse 2  Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?  Paul appears to be referring the miraculous gifts that were given by the Spirit to many Christians after they became converts. It seems that Paul might have already had some idea of what the situation was with these men and was using this approach to teach them further. It would be very likely that Apollos had worked with them and Priscilla and Aquila advised Paul of the problem when he arrived in Ephesus.

Verse 3-4  John’s baptism  It would seem that these men had been baptized into John’s baptism after Christ had died on the cross and the church had been established. If that was the case then John’s baptism would no longer be appropriate. John had taught to look for and follow the Messiah who would come. Now they needed to follow the Messiah who had already come and be baptized in His name.

Verse 5  Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus  This was at that time, and still is, the one and only baptism for salvation. It is the same one we see commanded in Acts 2:38; 10:47-48 and referred to in Eph 4:5.

Verse 6  Paul had laid his hands upon them  The imparting of miraculous gifts by the laying on of hands was a miracle that could only be performed by the apostles. 

1.) Acts 8:18
The apostles (Peter and John)

2.) Acts 19:6 
Paul

3.) Rom 1:11
Paul

4.) 2 Tim 1:6
Paul

Verse 8  Three months  Paul followed his usual pattern of reasoning and persuading in the synagogue which he was able to do in this situation for three months.

Verse 9  The Way  See Acts 9:2.

The school of Tyrannus  We do not know for certain what this involved. This may have been the equivalent to a private synagogue, or a Greek school for boys, or a lecture hall where some other particular discipline was taught. Whether the facility was made available at no charge or the Christians had to rent it is unknown. Whatever the arrangement Paul’s single purpose in using it was to teach the word of God.

Verse 10  Two years  So we know that Paul was in Ephesus at least two years and three months.

All who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord  Because of the teaching that Paul did here others were equipped to take the gospel into all of Asia. We read about the seven churches of Asia in Rev 1:4. One of those, the church at Colossae, does not appear to have been established by Paul (Col 2:1).  Instead he refers to Epaphras as having shared the gospel with them (Col 1:5-7). Perhaps Epaphras was in Ephesus during the time that Paul was there and learned from him. This principle of teaching others to teach is also mentioned in 2 Tim 2:2.

Verses 11-12  Extraordinary miracles  These were miracles that were of an unusual nature.

Handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick  This has been fraudulently imitated in modern times with “prayer cloths” alleged to have miraculous healing powers.
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Verse 13  Jewish exorcists  These were Jews that claimed to be able to cast out demons and went from town to town practicing their deception. 

“I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.”  They appear to have heard Paul preach and to have seen him cast out demons in the name of Jesus and attempt to use his formula for exorcism.

Verses 14-16  Seven sons of Sceva  These men were some of the Jewish exorcists mentioned above that tried to use the name of Jesus without authority to do so and suffered the consequences.

“I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, but who are you?”  The fact that this demon knew about the Lord is similar to what we find in other passages (Jas 2:19; Mt 8:29; Mk 1:24;Lk 4:34).

Verse 17  Fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being magnified  People realized that the name of Jesus was special and it should not be used in vain. We need to respect it also, wearing it and using it properly. See Phil 2:9-11.

Verse 19  Many who practiced magic brought their books  The contexts indicates that these were Christians that realized some of the things they had been involved in were wrong and they were publicly repenting, confessing and turning away from them.

Fifty thousand pieces of silver  It is thought that these may have been drachmas. If so, the total value of the books destroyed would have been equal to fifty thousand days wages.

Verse 20  The context of this statement would appear to be referring to the fact that many people were being converted and turning to God and accepting His word while rejecting the false teaching of the Jews and the pagans.

Verse 21 Paul purposed in the spirit  This is just another way of saying that he planned to do something. His plan was to go into Macedonia, Achaia, Jerusalem, and then to Rome. He would end up doing just that but not in the way he had intended. We also know that Paul made his plans as James instructed, based on the will of God (Jas 4:13-15).

Verse 22  Having sent…Timothy  It was about this time in A.D. 57 that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians. When we compare what he says here in Acts 19:21-22 with what he records in 1 Cor 16:5-9; 4:17; 16:10 we can tell these passages are all referring to the same time and events. Paul stayed in Ephesus for a while and would be coming to Corinth later. In the mean time he had sent Timothy to them but he was not sure he would make it there.
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Verse 22  Continued  There were two primary reasons that Paul wrote 1 Corinthians:

1.) People from the household of Chloe had informed Paul of some problems that the church in Corinth was having.

2.) Paul was answering a number of questions the church in Corinth had asked in a letter they had written him.

As we began Paul’s third journey in Acts 18:23 we noted that one of the reasons for it was to take up a collection for the needy saints in Jerusalem. He mentions that purpose in 1 Cor 16:1-4.

Verse 23  No small disturbance  In the language of Paul’s day this was a way of describing a very big disturbance or a major upheaval.

Verse 24  Demetrius  Based on the contexts of the passages, there appears to have been two men of this name in the Bible:

1.) The Demetrius of this passage was an idol worshipping silversmith that was upset with some of the effects that Paul’s teaching was having on his trade in Ephesus.

2.) 3 John 12 talks of a Demetrius that was evidently a Christian with a good reputation.

Silver shrines of Artemis  Small replicas or models of the goddess Artemis (Dianna) or of her temple there in Ephesus.

Verses 25-28  Demetrius gathered together other craftsmen and gave them reasons they should be concerned about what Paul was doing:

1.) He was jeopardizing their income.

2.) He did not believe in idols.

3.) He would make the Temple of Artemis worthless.

4.) He would dethrone Artemis, turn all her followers against her.

Demetrius was successful in enraging his audience against Paul.

As McGarvey deals with this passage in his book on Acts he gives us the following information about the temple of Artemis:

“His allusion to the temple can be better appreciated when we remember that it was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, and the glory of the city of Ephesus. It was four hundred and twenty-five feet long, and one hundred and twenty feet wide. All around this vast space stood a row of white marble columns sixty feet high, and less 
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Verses 25-28  Continued  

than four feet apart. They were one hundred and twenty in number, and they supported an entablature of vast marble slabs which constituted the roof of the peristyle. The interior was adorned with paintings and sculptured figures wrought by the most famous artists of antiquity, and an inner sanctuary contained a rude image of a many-breasted woman, the symbol of fecundity, which was believed to have been dropped down from heaven by Jupiter. Three or four temples like Solomon’s could have been placed within the circuit of its magnificent colonnade. No wonder that the wrath of the heathen populace was kindled against Paul, when it appeared that by his preaching this magnificent structure was to be brought into contempt.” (McGarvey, pp. 162-163).

Verse 29  Theater  As was mentioned in the notes for verse one, part of the remains of Ancient Ephesus include an outdoor theater that could seat about 24,000 people. It is thought that the events recorded here took place in that very structure. It was a facility that was used for entertainment, public exhibitions, assemblies, courts, etc.

Gaius  A name of at least two and maybe four different in the New Testament.

1.) Acts 19:29  A native of Macedonia and traveling companion of Paul.

2.) Acts 20:4 A traveling companion of Paul’s from Derbe.

3.) 1 Cor 1:14 A member of the church in Corinth that had been baptized by Paul.

4.) 3 Jn 1:1,5 The person to whom 3rd John was addressed.

Aristarchus  A Macedonian from Thessalonica that journeyed with Paul (Acts 20:4; 27:2).

Evidently the mob could not locate Paul but found Gaius and Aristarchus and were on the verge of taking their anger out on them.

Verse 30  Paul   We are not told exactly where Paul was. However, he wanted to go into the assembly, evidently to try and help his friends, but the other Christians would not let him. They were probably fearful that all three of them would end up getting killed and were just trying to protect him.

Assembly  This is the Greek word ekklesia, which is often translated church in the new Testament.

Verse 31  Asiarchs  Religious and or political leaders in the Roman province of Asia. At some point Paul had befriended some of these individuals and they too were urging Paul to say out of the theater.

Verse 32  The majority did not know  Ignorance and confusion typical of mob mentality.
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Verse 33  Alexander  Several other men are mentioned in the New Testament with this name but nothing clearly indicating that any one of them is this same Alexander. We know that he was a Jew and the context suggests that he was not a Christian, but was likely going to make a statement to the effect that the Jews were not responsible for what the Christians were doing.

Verse 34  When the crowd realized Alexander was a Jew they began shouting praising to their goddess Artemis and did so for about two hours. 

Verse 35  The town clerk  This individual held an important political position that involved a variety of responsibilities including public readings of law, handling of official communications, maintaining city records and other administrative details. Notice how skillfully he quiets this unruly mob. 

Verse 36  Undeniable facts  In spite of his skill as a speaker and leader he is obviously not a Christian and not speaking by inspiration.

Verse 37  Neither robbers of temples nor blasphemers of our goddess.  Even though we know Paul taught against idolatry he did his best to not violate the laws of the land or act in a harsh or unkind way toward those that he trying to teach (1 Cor 9:19-23).

Verses 38-40  The town clerk warns everyone to handle any complaints they might have legally or the town could be punished by Roman authorities for an unlawful assembly and riot.

Verse 41 Assembly  Here again, as in verses 32 and 39, this comes from the Greek word ekklesia. 

Note that the events described here in Acts 19:23-41 appear to be what Paul referred to in 2 Cor 1:8-11. As he wrote there he gave credit to God for delivering him and his friends from death. By putting the two passages together we can see an excellent example of the providence of God at work in the lives of these Christians.

