ACTS CHAPTER #16

Chapter Key:  The church at Philippi.

Verse 1  Timothy  At this time, Timothy is already a Christian. We are also told that his mother was a Jewish woman and a believer as well. All we know about his father is that he was a Greek (Gentile). Since it does not say that he was a believer, and we are told that his wife and son were, the inference is that he was not. In 2 Tim 1:5, we learn Timothy’s mother was Eunice and his Grandmother, who was a Christian also, was named Lois. Paul’s statements referring to Timothy as his child in the Lord (1 Cor 4:17) and his son (2 Tim 1:2), suggests that Paul converted Timothy. The evidence indicates that Timothy’s mother and grandmother taught him the Old Testament Scriptures and Paul taught him the gospel (2 Tim 3:10, 14). If so, Paul must have done this on his first journey to Lystra.

Verse 2  He was well spoken of  Timothy had a good reputation among the Christians in Lystra and Iconium.

Verse 3  Paul wanted this man to go with him  This speaks well of Timothy, especially since he must have been a fairly young man at this time because Paul wrote about 16 years later and told him to not let anyone look down on his youthfulness (1 Tim 4:12). 

Circumcised him  Paul did not circumcise Timothy here for salvation, because that was shown unnecessary back in Acts 15. Instead he did it as a matter of expediency (1 Cor 9:20-23). If Timothy had not been circumcised it would have created a lot of difficulties as he traveled with Paul while he was teaching the gospel to the Jews.

Verse 4  Delivering the decrees  This is referring to the four things the Gentiles were told to abstain from in the letter that had been written shortly before this by the leaders in the church at Jerusalem and taken to Antioch (Acts 15:28-29).

Verse 5  These were exciting times for the church as Christians were growing in their faith and more and more people were being converted every day.

Verse 6  The Phrygian and Galatian region  Phrygia was an area in Asia Minor (modern Turkey) that during Roman times was part of the provinces of Asia and Galatia. Paul established numerous congregations in Galatia (Acts 13; 14; 18:23; 1 Cor 16:1).

Asia  A Roman province in the western part of Asia Minor with Ephesus as its principal city. The book of Revelation talks about the seven churches of Asia (Rev 1:4, 11). 
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Verse 7 Mysia  A province in northwestern Asia Minor. 

Bithynia  A province in Asia Minor located northeast of Mysia. As in Asia, the Holy Spirit did not let Paul and his companions go there to preach. (The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ. See Rom 8:9)

Verse 8  Troas  A coastal city of Mysia on the Aegean Sea located about ten miles southwest of the site of the ancient city of Troy. It was made a Roman colony by Augustus Caesar and was an important seaport for those traveling between Asia Minor and Macedonia.

Verse 9-10  A vision  The Holy Spirit had been guiding Paul and Silas along and had brought them to this point. They probably had not considered crossing the Aegean Sea since it was a natural boundary to the Western World. However, once they received the vision, they understood that the Lord wanted them to take the gospel into Macedonia.

We  This is one of several passages referred to as “we” passages, indicating that Luke, the author, was accompanying Paul at those times (Acts 16:10-12; 20:7).

Verse 12  Philippi  Philippi was located in eastern Macedonia about 10 miles inland from the Aegean Sea. It was previously known as Krenides (“wells, springs”) and had been enlarged by Philip II of Macedonia, the father of Alexander the Great, and was renamed by him, after himself, in 356 B.C.. In 42 B.C. it was made into a Roman colony, entitling its citizens to the rights and privileges usually given to those living in the cities of Italy. Roman soldiers were many times relocated in Roman colonies and given property there as a reward for their service. This was a benefit to them as well as to Rome, because of their military presence. Philippi was also an important city because the Egnatian Way, the main overland route between Asia and the West, ran through it.

Verse 13  On the Sabbath  We have seen that Paul’s pattern was to go to the synagogues on the Sabbath. Since he does not do that in this situation it would indicate that there must not have been a synagogue in Philippi. This is understandable since they had crossed the Aegean Sea.

Verse 14-15  The conversion of Lydia.

1.) She was from Thyatira, a city in Asia that was a manufacturing and commercial center during New Testament times.
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Verses 14-15  Continued

2.) She was a seller of purple. Purple material was expensive because the dye that was used to make it typically came from shellfish and as many as 250,000 mollusks would be required to make a single ounce of dye.

3.) She was a worshipper of God.

4.) The Lord opened her heart, not miraculously, but simply through the preaching of Paul (Jn 6:44-45).

5.) She was baptized. 

6.) Her household – others in her household that could hear, believe and obey Paul’s message were also baptized. This is not teaching infant baptism since Luke has already spent a lot of time showing us that candidates for baptism were penitent believers.

Verse 16  Spirit of divination  This is literally a spirit of Python. Vine’s Greek Dictionary tells us that in Greek mythology Python was the name of the Pythian serpent or dragon, dwelling in Pytho, at the foot of mount Parnassus, guarding the oracle of Delphi, and slain by Apollo. Thence the name was transferred to Apollo himself. Later the word was applied to diviners or soothsayers, regarded as inspired by Apollo. The demon that possessed this girl was associated with Apollo by those that followed that cult. 

Verse 17  What this demon possessed woman was saying was absolutely correct. She recognized that these men were from God. Demons knew the truth even though they did not follow it (Mt 8:28-29; Jas 2:19).

Verse 18  Paul was greatly annoyed  Even though what the girl was saying was true, she was disturbing Paul and so he cast the demon out of her. It could well have been that he simply did not want the preaching of the gospel to be associated with this demon or his cult followers.

Verse 19  Market place  The Greek word here is agora and it meant market place or town square. So they are taking these men to the part of town where buying and selling took place but also where official business like a public hearing or a trial would be conducted as well.

Verse 20  Chief magistrates  These individuals had more authority than those mentioned earlier in verse 19 and were authorized to administer justice according to Roman law.

Being Jews  This appears to be have been intended in a very derogatory way.
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Verse 21  Proclaiming customs… not lawful  This seems to be a qualifying statement as to how Paul and Silas were throwing the whole city into confusion. However, no specifics are given as to exactly what they are teaching and how they have broken the law. It is possible that they are making reference to teaching concerning Jesus being a king, or that there is only one true God, but we are not told. The real source of their anger does not appear to be religion or politics but money according to verse 19.

Being Romans  After stating, in a very prejudicial way, that Paul and Silas were Jews, those accusing them arrogantly refer to themselves as Romans, not realizing that Paul and Silas were Romans citizens as well.

Verse 22  Beaten with rods  The Greek word rhabdos meant a rod, or a staff. The verb form of that word is rhabdizo and is what is used in this passage. A form of this word is also found in 2 Cor 11:25. 

Verse 23  Many blows  The Jewish law limited the number of stripes to 40 although the Jews stopped at 39 (Deut 25:1-3; 2 Cor 11:24). There was no such restriction under Roman law.

Verse 24  Inner prison… stocks  After being told to be sure that the prisoners were secure, the jailer put them in a special cell within the prison and put them in stocks. From what we understand these kind of stocks would have been clamped around their feet, while they were sitting with their legs elevated and stretched out in front of them. The stocks increased both the security and the punishment, leaving them with no ability to find a position that would ease their pain or bring them any comfort.

Verse 25  Praying and singing hymns of praise to God  Instead of complaining and impugning the righteousness of God because of their suffering, they are praying to God and singing His praises (Mt 5:10-12; Phil 4:4-7).

Verse 26  Earthquake  Undoubtedly this is a miraculous earthquake since no damage is recorded but all the doors of the prison were opened and all the prisoner’s chains were unfastened. For other miraculous events see Acts 5:19-20; 12:6-11.

Verse 27  Kill himself  The jailor knew that if his prisoners had escaped he would have to pay with his life, so he was preparing to do the honorable thing, as far as Roman thinking was concerned, and that was to take his own life.

ACTS CHAPTER #16

Verse 30  Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  After saving his physical life, Paul and Silas have the opportunity to help the jailor save his soul as well. The way of salvation is what the slave-girl had announced in verse 17 that they were proclaiming.

Verse 31  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ  Here the word believe is used to summarize what must be done. If a person puts their trust in Jesus and does what he tells them to do in order to be saved then they can rest assured they will be saved. Interpreting the use of the word believe here to mean faith only, contradicts other Bible teaching and ignores the rest of what we find took place in this passage. 

Verse 32  They spoke the word of the Lord  The jailor had just been told that if he and his household believed the word of the Lord Jesus Christ they could be saved. Now Paul and Silas give both the jailor and his household the opportunity to hear and believe the word of God. 

Verse 33  That very hour of the night  After hearing the word of  God the jailor and his family were motivated to action.

Washed their wounds  This is a display of repentance. He is now showing Paul and Silas mercy and compassion, which he had not done before.

Immediately he was baptized  Here we find the jailor and his family doing what the word of the Lord told them to do, they were baptized. They evidently felt a sense of urgency. They did not wait until a special day off in the future but immediately did what was necessary in order to be saved. We have no idea where these baptisms took place. They could have been inside the prison or in an outdoor facility or in the river.

Rejoiced greatly  Because they had been saved (Acts 2:38; 3:19; 8:39).

Having believed in God  Notice that hearing and obeying and being baptized, were part of what took place and could be summarized with saying that the jailor had believed.

Verse 36  The chief magistrates have sent to release you  Imagine how excited the jailor would have been to give his new brothers in Christ this great news.

Verse 37  Men who are Romans  Many wonder why Paul and Silas did not say anything about being Romans before they were beaten. They may have. Remember, the crowd had 
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Verse 37  Continued  turned into an angry mob and pleas made by Paul and Silas may have been unheard or ignored. At this point Paul makes it clear that he and Silas were Roman citizens. That meant that the chief magistrates had broken Roman law by beating two of its citizens. These men had also been imprisoned without a proper trial, at which, if it had taken place, the charges against them may have been exposed to be unjust as well. The whole event was a classic example of mob action that could not be defended.

Let them come themselves, and bring us out  What Paul is demanding is the equivalent of a public apology by the chief magistrates because of the wrongful public humiliation and punishment which they had caused Paul and Silas to endure.

Verse 38  They were afraid  When the chief magistrates found out that they were Romans they knew they had broken Roman law and could end up being punished by Rome if the matter was pursued.

Verse 39  They kept begging them to leave the city  Not only did the officials come down and escort Paul and Silas out of prison, but they repeatedly pleaded with them to leave Philippi. The chief magistrates probably felt that the sooner these men were gone the less likely it was that they would have to give an account for how these Roman citizens had been mistreated.

Verse 40  The brethren  A church of the Lord was established here at Philippi. Paul would later write to them and call them his beloved brethren, his joy and crown (Phil 4:1). 

