ACTS CHAPTER #13

Verse 1  Prophets  As we noted before, prophets were spokesmen for God. They received their message directly from God through divine inspiration.

Teachers  To teach is to impart knowledge, to instruct, to explain or expound upon what one knows to another. Therefore, teachers took what they had learned about the gospel of Christ and shared it with others. Most teachers were probably not inspired, although some could have been. 

Barnabas  This is the same individual as in Acts 4:36; 9:27; 11:22, 30; 12:25.

Simeon called Niger  Niger comes from a Latin word meaning black. This could indicate that this man was a black man.

Lucius of Cyrene  Perhaps one of the men mentioned in Acts 11:20, that came from Cyrene to Antioch and preached to the Gentiles.

Manaen  All we know about him is that he was brought up with Herod the tetrarch.

Herod the tetrarch  This is Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great and his wife Malthace. He ruled Galilee and Peraea as tetrarch from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39. He is also the Herod that put John the Baptist to death in Mt 14:1-12. The word tetrarch literally meant the ruler of a fourth part of a country.

Verse 2  Ministering  To minister meant to serve.

Fasting  This meant to abstain from eating; to miss one or more meals. In the Old Law the only passage that commanded the Jews to fast was Lev 16:29-31. The phrase “humble your souls” is understood to mean to fast. In Acts 27:9, the fast mentioned there is thought to be the Day of Atonement. The Jews fasted often and many times hypocritically (Mt 6:16-18). Fasting was typically done voluntarily and when a person was going through a time of sorrow or particularly difficult time when they did not feel like eating or celebrating (Mt 9:14-17). There in no passage in the New Testament commanding Christians to fast.

The Holy Spirit said  This was probably spoken by a prophet with whom the Holy Spirit directly communicated.

The work  This work will be the teaching of the gospel to people in Asia Minor and is what we refer to as Paul’s first missionary journey. Acts 13-14 give us a record this journey.
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Verse 3  Fasted and prayed  By doing these things they showed the importance of the action they were about to take.

Laid their hands on them  See note on Acts 6:6. This laying on of hands appears to have been a way of accomplishing what the Holy Spirit told the church in Antioch to do, and that was to set apart Barnabas and Saul for this special work. 

They sent them away  After showing their approval of them, they sent them on their journey. Since they were being sent out, in one sense, by the church in Antioch, they could be called apostles of that church. Remember the word apostle meant “one sent forth.” The same Greek word is used to describe Epaphrodite in Philippians 2:25, and Titus in 2 Cor 8:23, although in both places it is translated messenger instead of apostle.

Verse 4  Sent out by the Holy Spirit  The men were selected by the Holy Spirit and sent out by the church at Antioch because of His command. In that sense the Holy Spirit sent them out. In a similar way, the Holy Spirit makes men elders of local churches when congregations follow the instructions in the New Testament for selecting and appointing men to serve in that capacity (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).

Seleucia  A seaport on the coast of Syria. It was 5 miles north of the mouth of the Orontes River and about 15 miles southwest of Antioch on the Mediterranean Sea.

Cyprus  A large island in the northeaster corner of the Mediterranean Sea, about 60 miles off the coast of Syria and about 41 miles off the coast of Celicia. Its resources included rich copper deposits and timber reserves (especially the cypress tree). We are told Cyprus was the home of Barnabas (Acts 4:36) and Mnason (Acts 21:16).

Verse 5 Salamis  A thriving seaport and the largest city on the eastern side of the island of Cyprus.

Synagogues of the Jews  The pattern of Saul and Barnabas was to go to the Jews first and then they would preach later to the Gentiles. Multiple synagogues indicates a large Jewish population in the community.

John  This is John Mark, last mentioned in Acts 12:25. He would later be known as Mark.

Helper  John was acting as an assistant to Barnabas and Saul. 

Verse 6  Paphos  The capital city of Cyprus located in the southwestern corner of the island.
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Verse 6 Continued  Magician  This word is translated sorcerer in the King James Version. The Greek word used here is magon. Vines defines it as one of a Median caste, a magician, a wizard, a sorcerer, a pretender to magic powers, a professor of the arts of witchcraft. 

Jewish false prophet  He was a Jew that pretended to be inspired by God but he was not. He was a fraud.

Bar-Jesus  The word bar here meant “son of.”  So this man was called the son of Jesus. Obviously this is not talking about the son of Jesus of Nazareth, but the son of another man with the same name. Remember, Jesus was a common name in New Testament times. We also see the use of the word bar in the names of Barnabas (Acts 4:36) and Simon Barjona (Mt 16:17). Later Bar-Jesus will be called Elymas in Acts 13:8.

Verse 7 Proconsul  The Roman governor of a province. The island of Cyprus had been made a province of Rome and the proconsul was located here in the capital of the island at Paphos.

Sergius Paulus  This was the name of the proconsul, whom Luke describes as a man of intelligence.

Verse 8  Opposing them  Elymas does not want the proconsul to believe the gospel so he is doing what he can to interfere. The logical assumption would be that he feared he would lose his position of service to the proconsul if he became a Christian.

Verse 9  Saul… Paul  Some think Saul’s change of name to Paul had something to do with the conversion of Sergius Paulus. Others state that Saul was his Hebrew name and Paul was his Roman name. They think he started using his Roman name at this time because he was going to be working so much with the Gentiles. We do not know for sure why, but from this time forward he will be known as Paul. Up to this point Barnabas had been mentioned first when talking about him and Paul. From now on Paul will be the primary character upon which Luke will focus.

Filled with the Holy Spirit  This tells us that what Paul is about to say and do was the Holy Spirit communicating through him. 

Verse 11  Paul performs a miracle by temporarily striking Bar-Jesus blind. Usually miracles done by the apostles were of a healing nature. This one was different because it actually gave this man an infirmity, at least for a while. 
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Verse 12  The proconsul believed  Note two things we can learn from this statement:

1.) The purpose of miracles was fulfilled in this case. In Mark 16:20, we find that miracles were used to confirm the word that was being preached. That happened here. Any doubt about who was telling the truth between Paul and Elymas was eliminated when Paul struck him blind. The end result was that the proconsul believed Paul.

2.) We cannot be dogmatic but the inference appears to be that the proconsul believed in the context of others who became Christians. If that was true, then he too would have repented, confessed Christ and been baptized for remission of his sins. It seems that this is Luke’s way of quickly telling us that the Proconsul was converted to Christ.

Verse 13  Perga in Pamphylia  Pamphylia was a Roman province on the southwestern coast of Asia Minor and Perga was its capital.

John left them and returned to Jerusalem  We do not know why John did not continue on with Paul and Barnabas, however, Paul was very upset with him as a result (Acts 15:36-41).

Verse 14  Pisidian Antioch  This city of Antioch was in the territory of Pisidia, almost in the middle of Asia Minor, and was an important commercial center.

On the Sabbath day  There are those that use this passage as a proof text for God wanting Christians to keep the Sabbath. Consider the following two reasons that this is not true:

1.) Neither this passage, nor others similar to it, say that Paul kept the Sabbath. They simply say that he assembled with Jews when they came together on the Sabbath and reasoned with them from the Scriptures. See passages below:

a. Acts 13:14  “and on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down.”

b. Acts 13:44-46  “And the next Sabbath… Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly.”

c. Acts 16:13  “And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had assembled.”

d. Acts 17:2  “And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures.”

e. Acts 18:4  “And he was reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.”

Paul met with the Jews on the Sabbath because that was the best time to find a large audience of Jews with whom he could share the gospel. His message for them was not 
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Verse 14  Continued  to continue to practice the Old Law, of which the Sabbath was a part, but to enter into the New Covenant, in which, the Sabbath was not considered a holy day.

2.) Even if Paul had kept the Sabbath, he would not have done it because God had commanded that it was necessary for Christians to observe. Instead he would have been acting along the lines of what he describes in 1 Cor 9:20-23, where he said “to the Jews I became as a Jew.” Some other examples would be:

a. Acts 16:3  Paul circumcised Timothy.

b. Acts 20:16  He took note of Pentecost.

c. Acts 21:20-26  Paul made offerings according to the Law.

These things were done as matters of expediency and not because they were specifically required of Christians.

Verse 15  This shows part of the order of the services conducted in the Jewish synagogues. Because Paul was so familiar with how these things were done, he knew he would be afforded an opportunity to speak to them and would use it to tell them about Jesus the Christ.

Verse 16  Motioning with his hand  A gesture to get the attention of his audience.

Men of Israel  Those who were listening to him that were born Jews.

You who fear God  This appears to have been referring to those that were proselytes.  A proselyte was a Gentile that had converted to the Jewish religion. God fearing proselytes are mentioned in Acts 13:43.

Verse 17  Paul delivers a sermon that can be divided into two parts:

1.) Verses 17-22 – Paul gives a brief outline of Jewish history, primarily emphasizing things of which his audience would be proud. 

2.) Verses 23-41 – Paul presents Jesus of Nazareth as the Savior for which the Jews had long been waiting.

Made the people great  See Gen 46:3 and Ex 1:7.

He led them out  Ex 12-13

Verse 19 Seven nations  Deut 7:1
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Verse 19  Continued  About four hundred and fifty years  It is not clear what things, of all that Paul has mentioned, are to be included in this period. However, it is important to remember that he is not trying to give a precise account and time line for every detail in the history of the Jews, but a general overview. So to refer to an approximate number of years adequately serves his purpose.

Verse 21  Asked for a king  Paul does not mention how much this displeased God.

Saul… forty years  This is the only undisputed statement in the Bible concerning the length of Saul’s reign.

Verse 22  Raised up David  God did not resurrect David but brought things about so that he had an opportunity to serve God, which he did. David was the second king of Israel and a hero of the people as well as a man after God’s own heart  (Ps 89:20; 1 Sam 13:14).

Verse 23 God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus  This is the main point of his sermon. God had fulfilled His promise to David concerning one of his descendants being the Messiah and reigning on his throne. Compare Acts 2:29-30.

Verses 24-25  John  Jesus began his ministry after John the Baptist prepared the way.

Verse 26  To us  To us Jews.

Verses 27-29  Utterances of the prophets  By rejecting Christ and putting Him to death the Jews fulfilled the prophecies of those things which were written in the Scriptures that they read every Sabbath.

Verses 30-37  God then raised Him and He appeared to the witnesses, the apostles in particular, who gave their testimony of His resurrection while they preached the good news that the promise to the fathers had been kept.

Thou art My Son; today I have begotten Thee.  This is a quotation from Ps 2:7. The begetting here is not talking about His first coming into existence as a spiritual Being, since He is eternal. Nor is it His physical birth. Instead, the context demands this to be referring to His resurrection. He is the first-born from the dead and the Son of God (Col 1:18; Rom 1:4).
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Verse 38  Through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed  Acts 2:38; 4:12

Verse 39  Freed from all things  By obeying the gospel of Christ, the Jews could be justified or made right with God, being forgiven of all their past sins. This was impossible if they tried to keep the Law of Moses and reject Jesus.

Verses 40-41  Paul seems to abruptly bring his sermon to an end with a stern warning by quoting from Hab 1:4. It appears his audience was reacting in a negative way to his message.

Verse 42  The people  The Jewish people in general wanted them to come back and talk to them again about these things on the next Sabbath.

Verse 43  Continue in the grace of God  This was Paul and Barnabas’ way of  encouraging the people to think about what they had been discussing, which was God’s gift of salvation.

Verse 45  The Jews… were filled with Jealousy  It would appear that this was the Jewish leadership in particular, since many of the Jews and proselytes were following Paul and Barnabas, according to verse 43.

Verse 46 Spoken to you first  The Jews were the first ones to have opportunity to be saved in Christ (Acts 3:26; Rom 1:16).

Judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life  See Jn 3:18-19.

We are turning to the Gentiles  We can only imagine how upset the Jews would have been to hear they were unworthy of eternal life and it would be offered to the Gentiles. 

Verse 47  Paul makes reference to Isa 42:6 and 49:6.

Verse 48  As many as had been appointed to eternal life, believed  This is not saying that God predetermined each individual that would be saved, but the group. Just as in Eph 1:4, God decided before creation that He would save those “in Christ.” God gave man free will and each person chooses whether or not he is in the group appointed to eternal life in how he responds to God’s message of salvation.
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Verse 49  Once again, the word of God is unstoppable.

Verse 50  Paul and Barnabas are forced to leave Antioch.

Verse 51  Shook off the dust of their feet  From what we understand, the Jews taught that even the dust of the Gentiles was impure and was to be shaken off. Therefore, this act would be one saying that the Jews, in this case, were impure and sinful and Paul and Barnabas were separating themselves from them because of it. Christ had given His disciples instructions concerning this type of thing in Mt 10:14-15 and Lk 9:5.

Iconium  This city was about 60 miles southeast of Antioch of Pisidia.

Verse 52  Even though persecution presented problems, the disciples continued to be filled  with joy and the Holy Spirit. 

