ACTS CHAPTER #13

Verse 1  Prophets  As we noted before, prophets were spokesmen for God. They received their message directly from God through divine inspiration.

Teachers  To teach is to impart knowledge, to instruct, to explain or expound upon what one knows to another. Therefore, teachers took what they had learned about the gospel of Christ and shared it with others. Most teachers were probably not inspired, although some could have been. 

Barabas  This is the same individual as in Acts 4:36; 9:27; 11:22, 30; 12:25.

Simeon called Niger  Niger comes from a Latin word meaning black. This could indicate that this man was a black man.

Lucius of Cyrene  Perhaps one of the men mentioned in Acts 11:20, that came from Cyrene to Antioch and preached to the Gentiles.

Manaen  All we know about him is that he was brought up with Herod the tetrarch.

Herod the tetrarch  This is Herod Antipas, son of Herod the Great and his wife Malthace. He ruled Galilee and Peraea as tetrarch from 4 B.C. to A.D. 39. He is also the Herod that put John the Baptist to death in Mt 14:1-12. The word tetrarch literally meant the ruler of a fourth part of a country.

Verse 2  Ministering  To minister meant to serve.

Fasting  This meant to abstain from eating; to miss one or more meals. In the Old Law the only passage that commanded the Jews to fast was Lev 16:29-31. The phrase “humble your souls” is understood to mean to fast. In Acts 27:9, the fast mentioned there is thought to be the Day of Atonement. The Jews fasted often and many times hypocritically (Mt 6:16-18). Fasting was typically done voluntarily and when a person was going through a time of sorrow or particularly difficult time when they did not feel like eating or celebrating (Mt 9:14-17). There in no passage in the New Testament commanding Christians to fast.

The Holy Spirit said  This was probably spoken by a prophet with whom the Holy Spirit directly communicated.

The work  This work will be the teaching of the gospel to people in Asia Minor and is what we refer to Paul’s first missionary journey. Acts 13-14 give us a record this journey.
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Verse 3  Fasted and prayed  By doing these things they showed the importance of the action they were about to take.

Laid their hands on them  See note on Acts 6:6. This laying on of hands appears to have been a way of accomplishing what the Holy Spirit told the church in Antioch to do, and that was to set apart Barnabas and Saul for this special work. 

They sent them on their way  After showing their approval of them, they sent them on their journey. Since they were being sent out, in one sense, by the church in Antioch, they could be called apostles of that church. Remember the word apostle meant “one sent forth.” The same Greek word is used to describe Epaphrodite in Philippians 2:25, and Titus in 2 Cor 8:23, although in both places it is translated messenger instead of apostle.

Verse 4  Sent out by the Holy Spirit  The men were selected by the Holy Spirit and sent out by the church at Antioch because of His command. In that sense the Holy Spirit sent them out. In a similar way, the Holy Spirit makes men elders of local churches when congregations follow the instructions in the New Testament for selecting and appointing men to serve in that capacity (Acts 20:28; 1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9).

Seleucia  A seaport on the coast of Syria. It was 5 miles north of the mouth of the Orontes River and about 15 miles southwest of Antioch on the Mediterranean Sea.

Cyprus  A large island in the northeaster corner of the Mediterranean Sea, about 60 miles off the coast of Syria and about 41 miles off the coast of Celicia. Its resources included rich copper deposits and timber reserves (especially the cypress tree). We are told Cyprus was the home of Barnabas (Acts 4:36) and Mnason (Acts 21:16).

Verse 5 Salamis  A thriving seaport and the largest city on the eastern side of the island of Cyprus.

Synagogues of the Jews  The pattern of Saul and Barnabas was to go to the Jews first and then they would preach later to the Gentiles. Multiple synagogues indicates a large Jewish population in the community.

John  This is John Mark, last mentioned in Acts 12:25. He would later be known as Mark.

Helper  John was acting as an assistant to Barnabas and Saul. 

Verse 6  Paphos  The capital city of Cyprus located in the southwestern corner of the island.
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Verse 6 Continued  Magician  This word is translated sorcerer in the King James Version. The Greek word used here is magon. Vines defines it as one of a Median caste, a magician, a wizard, a sorcerer, a pretender to magic powers, a professor of the arts of witchcraft. 

Jewish false prophet  He was a Jew that pretended to be inspired by God but he was not. He was a fraud.

Bar-Jesus  The word bar here meant “son of.”  So this man was called the son of Jesus. Obviously this is not talking about the son of Jesus of Nazareth, but the son of another man with the same name. Remember, Jesus was a common name in New Testament times. We also see the use of the word bar in the names of Barnabas (Acts 4:36) and Simon Barjona (Mt 16:17). Later Bar-Jesus will be called Elymas in Acts 13:8.

Verse 7 Proconsul  The Roman governor of a province. The island of Cyprus had been made a province of Rome and the proconsul was located here in the capital of the island at Paphos.

Sergius Paulus  This was the name of the proconsul, whom Luke describes as a man of intelligence.

