ACTS CHAPTER #11

Verse 1  The apostles and brethren…heard  We learned from the last verse of chapter ten that the Gentiles asked Peter to stay there in Caesarea for a few days, which he evidently did. By the time Peter got back to Jerusalem, news about the Gentiles receiving the word had already reached Jerusalem and had spread throughout Judea. 

Received the word of God  Luke informs us that receiving the word of God invloved hearing the message about Jesus Christ then accepting and obeying it, being baptized in water for forgiveness of sins. This was just what people had done in Acts 2:38-41.

Verse 2  Those who were circumcised  These would have been Jewish Christians.

Took issue  According to Thayer’s Greek Lexicon this word meant to oppose, strive with, dispute or contend. Many of Peter’s brethren were upset with him because they thought he had done something wrong and they let him know.

Verse 3  Ate with them  Not only had Peter entered the house of a Gentile but he had also eaten with them. All Jews looked at this as a violation of God’s law for them and Peter is going to have to explain why he did such a thing. Peter would later get involved in sin by refusing to eat with Gentile Christians (Gal 2:11-12). 

Verses 4-18  Peter defends his actions that were recorded in chapter ten.

These six brethren also went with me  (verse 12)  In Acts 10:23 we saw “some” brethren accompanied Peter to Caesarea but we did not know how many that was until now. We do not know why he took that particular number with him, but they are now serving as a rather sizeable group of eyewitnesses to confirm Peter’s account of the events under consideration.

He shall speak words to you by which you will be saved  (verse 14)  The point of this verse cannot be overemphasized. Cornelius was not told that he would be saved by being baptized in the Holy Spirit, or that he would even experience baptism of the Holy Spirit. What he was told was he would hear a message, from Peter, that would reveal to him what he needed to do, in order to be saved. Water baptism, in the name of Jesus Christ, was a critical part of that message (Acts 10:47-48).

As I began to speak  (verse 14)  When the Holy Spirit fell on Cornelius and the other Gentiles, Peter had not had a chance to tell them what to do to be saved because he had just gotten started with his instructions to them.
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Verses 4-18  Continued  The Holy Spirit fell on them  (verse 15)  In accomplishing this the Lord did not have Peter lay his hands on them, or tell him to intercede for them in prayer that they might receive the Holy Spirit. Instead, apart from the actions of any man, the Holy Spirit came directly upon the Gentiles. The way, of course, that the Jewish believers knew that the Holy Spirit had fallen on them was because they were speaking in tongues (Acts 10:45-46).

As He did upon us  (verse 15)  Just as the Holy Spirit had fallen on the apostles.

At the beginning  (verse 15)  The beginning of the church or kingdom of Christ which was started in Acts 2 as a result of Peter’s first gospel sermon. 

Note that Peter did not compare the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Gentiles in Acts 10 with the Samaritan Christians receiving miraculous power by the laying on of the apostles’ hands in Acts 8. Instead, it was the events of Acts 2 on the day of Pentecost that were brought to Peter’s mind, when considering what the Gentiles had experienced in Acts 10.

I remembered the word of the Lord  (verse 16)  Here Peter identifies what happened to the Gentiles as baptism of the Holy Spirit, by quoting the promise Christ had made to baptize the apostles in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5). When Peter saw the Gentiles doing the same thing that had proven that the apostles had been baptized in the Holy Spirit, he knew that the Gentiles had been baptized in the Holy Spirit as well.

The same gift  (verse 17)  The Holy Spirit being poured out directly on them (baptism of the Holy Spirit).

Stand in God’s way  (verse 18)  God had just shown his acceptance of the Gentiles by a miraculous sign. Had Peter refused to accept the Gentiles, he would have been acting in direct opposition to the will of God.

They quieted down  (verse 18)  The Jewish Christians that had been upset with Peter realized that if they refused to accept the Gentiles, they too would be opposing God. At this point, they understood that God had made salvation available to the Gentiles just as he had to the Jews.

PLEASE NOTE: There are only two clearly identified cases of baptism in the Holy Spirit in the New Testament:

1.) The apostles in Acts 2.  They were baptized in the Holy Spirit so that they could know and make known the truth as eyewitnesses for Christ.

2.) The Gentiles in Acts 10  Cornelius and his companions were baptized in the Holy Spirit to prove that the Gentiles were just as welcome to God in the new covenant as were the Jews.
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Verse 19  To Jews alone  Before the event involving Cornelius, the Jews did not realize salvation was for the Gentiles also, therefore, they were only preaching the gospel to the Jews.

Verse 20  Some…who came to Antioch…began speaking to the Greeks also  After the story of what had happened to Cornelius in Caesarea began to spread, others beside Peter started preaching to the Gentiles. The first record we have of this is here in Antioch. As we continue in our study of Acts we will see the gospel taken to many more Gentiles throughout the Roman empire.

Antioch of Syria was the third largest city in the Roman empire behind Rome in Italy and Alexandria in Egypt and was the capital of the Roman province of Syria. Antioch was approximately 300 miles north of Jerusalem. It was located on the east bank of the Orontes River and about 18 miles east of the Mediterranean Sea. The city was established around 300

B.C. by Seleucus I Nicator. He was one of the successors of Alexander the Great and named the city of Antioch after his father Antiochus.

Verse 21  A large number who believed turned to the Lord  Note that Luke points out that these Gentiles did not only believe but also turned to the Lord. Turning to the Lord would involve obedience of the gospel, being baptized into Christ with a commitment to faithfully serve Him. Believing the message was true, but not obeying it, would be what James called a dead faith (Jas 2:14-26). 

Verse 22   They sent Barnabas  Notice how the work of evangelism was performed among the Lord’s church in New Testament times. No Missionary Society or other human institution was used, but one church sent a preacher directly to another church where there was a need. The work was accomplished in this simple manner then, and it can be done the same way now. (Barnabas was mentioned earlier in Acts 4:36-37; 9:27.)
Verse 23  Witnessed the grace of God  When Barnabas arrived in Antioch, he saw how many people had been saved by obeying the gospel of Christ. Those people were all recipients of the grace of God. So in one sense, the more Christians we meet, the more of God’s grace we see.

He rejoiced and began to encourage them  Barnabas was joyful because he saw so many new Christians. After being encouraged by the success of the gospel he also encouraged them. Remember his name meant son of encouragement. 
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Verse 23  Continued  Resolute heart  He is encouraging them to be firm in their minds and fixed in their thinking, fully determined to faithfully serve the Lord.

Verse 24  Barnabas was:

a. A good man – one who was living a righteous life.

b. Full of the Holy Spirit – in the sense that he was living according to the Spirit and he may have had some type of miraculous power at this time as well.

c. Full of faith – because he believed and trusted in the Lord.

Verse 25  Tarsus  Tarsus was the chief city of Celicia, a province of southeast Asia Minor, which is modern Turkey. The city was on the Cydnus River and was about 10 miles north of the Mediterranean Sea. Because the city was close to a narrow gorge in the Taurus Mountains known as the Cilician Gates, through which ran the only good trade route between Asia Minor and Syria, it had gained wealth and importance. It was also the birthplace of the apostle Paul (Acts 21:39). 

To look for Saul  The last we heard of Saul he had gone to Tarsus (Acts 9:30). 

Verse 26  He brought him to Antioch  Barnabas must have felt that Saul’s faith and abilities would help in the work at Antioch, so he made the necessary effort to go and find him and bring him to Antioch.

Taught considerable numbers  Their spiritual efforts together were very productive.

Christians  This is the first place that the Lord’s disciples were called Christians. Some say this came as a result of instruction from the Lord. Others suggest it was first used in a derogatory way by non-Christians and later worn by Christians with pride. Either way, believers should be proud to be called a Christian, sense it denotes one that pertains to Christ. The word is used two other times in the New Testament (Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16).

Verse 27  Prophets  A prophet was a spokesman, in this case, a spokesman for God (Ex 4:14-16). This is the first time we learn of prophets in the church during the New Testament time. The gift of prophecy (speaking by inspiration of God) was one of the miraculous gifts of the Spirit bestowed by the laying on of the apostles’ hands (1 Cor 12:4-11). The mystery of Christ was revealed to the His holy apostles and prophets (Eph 4:5).
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Verse 28  Agabus  Mentioned again later in Acts 21:10-11.

Indicate by the Spirit  The Holy Spirit was communicating this through him.

Claudius  He was emperor of Rome from A.D. 41-54. We understand that the famine prophesied of in this passage took place during his reign, around A.D. 43 or 44.

Verse 29  In the proportion that any of the disciple had means  God does not expect us to do something that we don’t have the ability to do (2 Cor 8:10-12). However, if we have the ability and the opportunity then we have the responsibility. 

Relief  The goal of their giving was to provide relief, or meet the real need that was there. 

Of the brethren  This is the very same pattern we have seen in each benevolent case in which the church has been involved so far (Acts 2:44-45; 4:32-37; 11:29-30). Each time we have funds of the church being used to take care of the needs of fellow Christians. There is never an example of the church using its funds in an attempt to solve the physical needs of the non-Christian world. Many years after this, Paul would encourage numerous churches to help the needy brethren in Jerusalem once again (1 Cor 16:1-2). 

After looking at all the scriptures on the subject of the work of the church, concerning benevolence in particular, the evidence is overwhelming. Even though, as individuals, we have the responsibility to help anyone in need that we can, whether they are a Christian or not, the role of the church, as an entity, was limited to the needs of Christians only, when dealing with physical necessities. 

Judea  This word came from an adjective that meant “Jewish.” The Persians used this adjective to describe the captives taken by Babylon when Jerusalem fell, since most of them were from Judah. Judea then came to be used as a name for the land of Judah when the captivity of the Jews came to an end and they were allowed to return to their homeland. The first place it is found in the Bible is in the King James Version in Ezra 5:8 where it is spelled Judaea. 

In A.D. 6, Judea was annexed by Rome into the province of Syria. Judea was governed by a procurator that was appointed by the Emperor, and his official residence was Caesarea. The procurator would answer to the proconsul of Syria, who ruled from Antioch. At this time Judea comprised an area about 56 miles from north to south and about 56 miles from east to west. Its border on the west was the Mediterranean Sea and on the east the Dead Sea. The northern boundary was around Joppa with the southern border just a few miles below Gaza 
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Verse 29  Continued  and the southern tip of the Dead Sea. The geography of Judea varied with the coastal plains along the Mediterranean Sea, the lowlands in the south, the hill country and the desert.

If the famine was world wide why special concern for the brethren in Judea? Remember that when the church started in Jerusalem, many of the Christians had sold property and had been very generous in helping other Christians, many of whom were probably from other areas. Therefore, a famine would be particularly hard on the local Christians in Jerusalem and other parts of Judea since they had already depleted a lot of their resources.

Verse 30  Barnabas and Saul  Because of their trust in Barnabas and Saul, the church in Antioch uses them as the messengers to send the money to the needy brethren in Judea.

Elders  These are the leaders of the churches. Later we will learn in Acts 14:23 that elders were appointed in every church. Their purpose was to be the spiritual leaders (1 Peter 5:1-3). They had to meet certain qualifications (1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9). They were also warned by Paul to be careful and not fall short of their responsibilities (Acts 20:17-32).

In Acts 12:25, it states that Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem once they had fulfilled their mission. Because of that, some suggest that Barnabas and Saul went only to Jerusalem and left the collection for all Judea with the elders of the church in Jerusalem. They then would have distributed the funds as needed to all the other churches in Judea. The other option is Barnabas and Saul went to a number of churches in Judea, leaving part of the contribution with the elders of each church they visited, coming lastly to Jerusalem and then returning home. Grammatically, either of these options is possible. However, only the latter would be in harmony with the autonomous nature of the local church, as it is described in the New Testament.

Note four characteristics of this benevolent work of the church at Antioch:

1.) It was for the relief of a true need.

2.) It was for Christians.

3.) It was sent directly to the churches in need.

4.) The funds were then under the oversight of the elders of each local church that was helped.

