ACTS CHAPTER #10

Verse 1  Cornelius  This man was an uncircumcised Roman (Acts 11:3) and not a Jew or a proselyte.  

Caesarea  Was built on the site of an ancient Phoenician city named Strato’s Tower. Finishing in 13 B.C., Herod the Great spent 12 years and a tremendous amount of money transforming this rather unimportant town into a beautiful seaport on the Mediterranean and a major city during New Testament times. He renamed it in honor Caesar Augustus. It was made the capital of the province of Judea around 6 A.D. and served as the official home of the procurators.

Centurion  An officer in the Roman army with 100 soldiers under his command.

Cohort  Also known as a band or battalion and consisted of 600 men. This particular cohort was named the Italian cohort. A legion consisted of ten cohorts plus auxiliary troops.

Verse 2  Note four characteristics of Cornelius this verse reveals:

1.) Devout – had a proper attitude toward God.

2.) Feared God with all his household – was a spiritual leader of his family.

3.) Gave many alms – gifts to those in needs.

4.) Prayed to God continually.

          In spite of all this, he still needed to be saved (Acts 11:14).

Verse 3  About the ninth hour of the day  Around 3:00 p.m.

In a vision  A miraculous communication from God. This occurred while he was awake and praying (Acts 10:30).

An angel of God  An messenger from God that appeared to Cornelius as a man in bright clothing (Acts 10:30).

Verse 4  Being much alarmed  When human beings saw angels they were typically afraid.

Lord  In the sense of master. He knew that this being was in a position of authority over him.

As a memorial  The good deeds of Cornelius, his prayers and alms, ascended before the Lord as a reminder to God of His promise to save all of mankind through Jesus Christ (Gen 12:1-3; Isa 2:1-2; Acts 1:8).
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Verse 5  Joppa  This was where Tabitha lived and where Peter stayed for many days.

Verse 6  A certain tanner named Simon  We were first introduced to him in Acts 9:43 and only know what is told about him there and here in chapter 10.

Verses 7-8  Notice how Cornelius immediately followed the instructions he had been given.

Verse 9  Housetop  On some occasions a room would be built on the roof, but more often, just a wall around the edge of the roof would be constructed, to give an open area with some degree of privacy.

Sixth hour  About noon.

Verse 10  He fell into a trance  What Peter experienced here is called a trance but in verse 17 of this same chapter it is also called a vision. Like Cornelius, Peter too was praying when this vision occurred. 

Verse 11  An object like a great sheet  Remember, this is not something that anyone else can see but is a vision that God is revealing to only Peter.

Verses 12-14  In these verses the vision that Peter saw is described. Based on his responses to the Lord, it appears that at first Peter thought this was a test to see if he would eat something that was unclean and so each time he refused. See Lev 11; 20:25; Deut 14:3-20.

What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy.  This is proof of the abolishing of the Law of Moses. God is telling Peter that animals that had been declared as unclean for Jews, had been cleansed by God, and so in the new covenant, Christians would not be under the same restrictions concerning this subject, as the Jews had been in the old covenant. However, an even greater purpose is found in the vision. This was God’s way of letting Peter know that the Gentiles, who had been considered unclean and profane by the Jews, were going to have the same privileges of salvation in the kingdom of God, as did the Jews. With the barrier of the Old Law removed the Jews and the Gentiles would become one people in Christ (Gal 3:28; Eph 2:11-16).

Verse 16  The sheet-like object only came down once, but the exchange about eating between Peter and the Lord took place three times. Then the object was taken back up into the sky.
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Verse 17  Greatly perplexed in mind  Peter did not understand what the vision meant.

Verses 19-20  The Holy Spirit tells Peter what He wants him to do. Without misgivings, would mean without a guilty conscience. He was being assured that even though he may not understand why he was to do the things he had been told, nonetheless, those things were right and not violation of God’s law.

Verse 22  Here we have another description of Cornelius, this time by his messengers:

1.) Righteous

2.) God-fearing

3.) Well spoken of by the entire nation of the Jews

Divinely directed  God had given Cornelius a message through His angel.

1.) Send for Peter to come to you.

2.) Listen to the message he will tell you.

Verse 23  He invited them in and gave them lodging  This, undoubtedly, is something that Peter would not have done before his vision and instructions from the Holy Spirit. By inviting them in and giving them lodging he was showing them courtesy and treating them with hospitality. This is indication that the barrier between Jews and Gentiles was in the process of coming down.

Some of the brethren  Later we will learn how many brethren this was.

Verse 24  Cornelius…had called together his relatives and close friends.  Here is another example of the spiritual leadership of Cornelius. He knows that Peter is bringing him a message of a divine nature so he wants his family and friends to share in it as well.

Verse 25  Cornelius…worshipped him.  He mistakenly thinks this is the appropriate way to treat Peter. 

Verse 26  Stand up; I too am just a man  Peter does not want to accept any kind of praise that is beyond what is right. Numerous times in Scripture it is shown that worship of angels or men is wrong and only God is to be worshipped (Acts 14:11-18; Col 2:18; Rev 19:10). 

Verse 27  Found many people assembled  This speaks well of them and Cornelius.

ACTS CHAPTER #10

Verse 28  Unlawful  The Jews were not to enter alliances or marriages with those of other nations which were idolatrous (Lev 18:24-30; Deut 7:3-12). The Jews had evidently interpreted this to mean that they could not even enter into the house of a Gentile.

I should not call any man unholy or unclean  Although the vision God gave Peter involved clean and unclean animals, Peter also understood that God did not want Gentiles to be considered unclean by Jews any longer. Even though he will understand this more as this situation develops, Peter is stating the universal nature of salvation.

Verse 29  Without objection  Peter was able to go with the men from Cornelius with a clear conscience and with no argument because he knew it was the Lord’s will.

What reason have you sent for me?  It is not that Peter has no idea why Cornelius sent for him. This appears to be a way of giving Cornelius the opportunity to tell the story of what had happened to him and why all these people had assembled at his home.

Verse 30  Four days to this hour…the ninth hour  This would be about 3:00 p.m.

Note that when Cornelius says, four days, it is evident that he does not mean four complete 24-hour days (96 hours), because it has really only been about 72 hours. The time involved has been composed of two full days and parts of two other days. This is an example of how the Jewish people measured time: any part of a day was counted as a whole day. See the information below:
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 Verse 31  Your prayers have been heard  God heard his prayer, even though he was a sinner, because he was sincerely seeking to know God’s will and to faithfully serve him. God does not hear the prayers of those who are rebellious to Him (Isa 59:1-2; Jn 9:31; 1 Peter 3:12).

Verse 33  Cornelius and who had gathered were anxious to hear what Peter had to say.
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Verse 34  God is not one to show partiality  The word for show partiality literally meant “to look at someone’s face,” in other words, to base a decision of someone’s guilt or innocence on something other than a true quest for justice and righteousness. If a judge rendered a verdict in favor of someone only because they were attractive, popular, rich or perhaps a personal friend, then that judge would be a respecter of persons or one that showed partiality. God is not like that.

a. Jas 2:1-4 Do not show personal favoritism to the rich.

b. Rom 2:11 There is no partiality with God.

c. Col 3:25 The Lord will punish the wrongdoer without partiality.

Verse 35  Whether Jew or Gentile, the man that has a proper reverence of God and obeys Him, will be welcome to God.

Verse 36  The word  The gospel message of salvation that was sent first to the Jews.

Peace through Jesus Christ  

a. Christ gave a special peace to His disciples (Jn 14:27).

b. Peace in Christ (Jn 16:33).

c. In Eph 2:17 Paul quotes Isa 57:19 – peace for those far away and near.

d. Shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace (Eph 6:15).

e. Peace of God that surpasses all understanding (Philippians 4:7).

He is Lord of all  Jesus is the ruler of the Jews and the Gentiles (Acts 2:36; Rom 10:12).

Verse 37 You yourselves know  The three year public ministry of Jesus was familiar to a lot of people.

Verse 38 God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power  God proved that He was with Jesus by giving Him the Holy Spirit resulting in the ability of Jesus to perform countless miracles. This was Peter’s first point in his sermon in the second chapter of Acts (Jesus was a man approved of by God).

Verse 39  We are witnesses  Peter means we Jews are eyewitnesses of Jesus to you Gentiles. In the strictest sense, the Jews that Peter alluded to would have been the apostles. 

They put him to death  This was his second point in his sermon in Acts 2.
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Verse 40  God raised Him up  This was his third point in his sermon in Acts 2.

Verse 41  Witnesses chosen beforehand  Those special witnesses that were chosen beforehand by God, to whom the Lord appeared after His resurrection and with whom He ate and drank, were the apostles.

Verse 42  He ordered us to preach …and …to testify  Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-16; Acts 1:8

Judge of the living and the dead.

a. The Father has given all judgment to the Son (Jn 5:21-29).

b. The word of Christ will judge those that reject Him (Jn 12:47-50).

c. We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ (2 Cor 5:10).

Verse 43  Prophets  Acts 3:19.

Through His name…forgiveness of sins  Acts 2:38; 4:12.

Verse 44  Still speaking  By looking at Acts 11:15, we see that Peter had just begun his message when the Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles.

The Holy Spirit fell  This was baptism of the Holy Spirit (Acts 11:15-16). This event recorded in Acts 10 and 11, dealing with Cornelius and his household and friends, along with the one in Acts 2, concerning the apostles, are the only two clearly specified cases of baptism of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament.

Verse 45  Amazed  Obviously whatever Peter had said to the Gentiles had nothing to do with them being baptized in the Holy Spirit or the Jews would not have been amazed when that baptism took place. Also remember that Cornelius had learned from the angel that Peter would tell him words whereby he would be saved, not that he would be baptized in the Holy Spirit. So when Cornelius and the other Gentiles were baptized in the Holy Spirit it must have amazed them just as it did the Jewish Christians. This was something that was totally unexpected by everyone!

Verse 46 Speaking with tongues  By miraculously speaking languages of men that they had never learned, it was evident that the Gentiles had been baptized in the Holy Spirit.
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Verse 47  We learn several things from the question Peter asks here:

a. The Gentiles had not yet been baptized in water.

b. They had been baptized in the Holy Spirit.

c. The purpose for them being baptized in the Holy Spirit was to show that they had just as much right to salvation as the Jews did.

Verse 48  He ordered them  He gave them a command. Peter now finished telling the Gentiles what to do to be saved. This was part of the words that the angel said they would hear from Peter.

Be baptized  Cornelius and the other Gentiles were commanded to be baptized, not in the Holy Spirit, that had already taken place, but in water. Peter had just said no one could refuse them water for that very purpose.

In the name of Jesus Christ  This was saving baptism because this was the same baptism that Peter had commanded the Jews to go through in order to receive forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).

Stay on for a few days  Not only did Peter and the Jewish Christians with him go to the house of a Gentile, but they evidently stayed with him for a number of days. In Acts 11 we will see Peter giving an explanation to other Christians about his involvement with these non-Jews.

