ACTS CHAPTER #8

Verse 1  Hearty agreement  The original word used here literally meant to think well with, therefore to take pleasure with others in anything, to approve of, to assent (Acts 22:20; Lk 11:48; Rom 1:32; 1 Cor 7:12-13).

Putting him to death  This refers back to Acts 7:60 where sleep is used as a euphemism for death (Mt 27:52; Jn 11:11-15; Acts 13:36).

Great persecution against the church  Up until the death of Stephen, the apostles were the only ones that were being persecuted. Now everyone in the church would become a target of the Jew’s attempts to stamp out Christianity.

Judea and Samaria  The Jews had intended to impede the growth of the church but what they did only caused it to spread as Jesus had said it would.

Verse 2  Lament  A customary form of mourning involving loud wailing and accompanied by beating one’s head and or chest. This was a sign of the deep grief felt by the people.

Verse 3 Ravaging the church  Thayer says the Greek word for ravage meant to treat shamefully or with injury, to ravage, devastate or ruin.

Dragging off men and women  Saul ravaged the church by persecuting the men and women that comprised it.  See also Acts 9:1. This time in Saul’s life is one that he would later look back on with regret (1 Cor 15:9; Acts 22:4-5, 19-20; Acts 26:9-12; Gal 1:13; 1 Tim 1:12-16).

Verse 4 Went about preaching the word  The Christians did have to leave Jerusalem for their safety but they did not keep the gospel to themselves. Instead they shared the word with others everywhere they went. It is estimated that this was around three to five years after the establishment of the church. That would have given the earlier believers a few years to get grounded in the truth, before being chased away from the church in Jerusalem. We need to take advantage of all opportunities to learn the word of God while we have them and before we are put in a situation where we need to teach or defend the truth.

Verse 5  Philip  He was probably the same Philip mentioned in Acts 6 and that was later called Philip the evangelist in Acts 21:8.

City of Samaria  The city was built by Omri (1 Kings 16:23-24), one of the kings of Israel (the ten tribes to the north) and became the capital of Israel for about 200 years until the
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Verse 5 Continued  Assyrian captivity. By New Testament times Samaria was also the name of the region surrounding the city of Samaria.

Proclaiming Christ  This is being used synonymously with the phrase “preaching the word.” This agrees with what John had to say about Christ being the word (Jn 1:1, 14).

Verse 6 With one accord  With one mind or united as in Acts 1:14.

Were giving attention to  We will soon see that this means they were listening to and obeying the message that Philip was preaching.

The signs which he was performing  This is now the second Christian, other than the apostles, that we find performing miracles. The result was just as intended. When they heard what he said and saw the signs he performed, they believed and followed his teaching. Remember, this was the primary purpose of miracles (Mk 16:20; Heb 2:4).

Verse 7  Unclean spirits  These are evil spirits or demons. Casting them out was one way that Christ and His disciples showed their superiority over Satan and his followers.

Paralyzed  In the King James this is translated “taken with palsies.” The word meant a condition where the muscles were no longer functioning the way they were supposed to and therefore the body could not properly function. This is true in cases of paralysis and palsy as well. 

Lame  Having a body part, and especially a limb so disabled as to impair freedom of movement. This was to such an extent with the lame man in Acts 3, that he was unable to walk altogether.

Verse 8  Much rejoicing  There were two reasons for rejoicing. One was because many people had been saved and the other was because many people had been healed. Of course those that received both would have the most for which to be thankful.

Verse 9  Magic  The King James Version translates this sorcery. We are not sure what all Simon was involved in, but men like this typically claimed to be able to summon demons and spirits from the dead, practice miraculous healings, foretell the future, etc.

Astonishing the people  They were amazed at the things he could do.
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Verse 9  Continued  Claiming to be someone great  Instead of acknowledging his acts to be tricks and deceptions he promoted himself as having special powers.

Verse 10  The Great Power of God  The people accredited Simon with having supernatural powers because of the things they thought he did. They misunderstood both what he was doing and how he was doing it.

Verse 11  For a long time  Simon was so effective in his deception that he had managed to keep the people fooled for an extended period of time.

Verse 12  They believed Philip  The people had been totally convinced that Simon was someone great, but when they heard the message that Philip was preaching and witnessed the real miracles he performed, they could see there was no comparison between the two. They were overwhelmed by the true power of God being displayed by Philip and gave up their faith in Simon and accepted Philip’s teaching.

When people compare the miracles of the New Testament to what people claim as miracles today, they can see the same stark contrast. Unfortunately, too many do not take the time to make the comparison and allow themselves to be taken in by modern day deceivers.

Preaching the good news  This is the gospel and included two major aspects:

1.) The kingdom of God – It is here, you can be a part of it right now.

2.) The name of Jesus Christ – He is the king of the new kingdom and will save those who are faithful to Him (Acts 4:12).

They were being baptized  Once they understood that they could have their sins forgiven and be saved by being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, they did just that and became part of His kingdom.

Men and women alike  There is equality in the kingdom and everyone is saved the same way.

Verse 13  Simon himself believed  Simon knew the difference between what he had been doing and the miracles that Philip was able to perform. To his credit, he let it motivate him to accept and obey the word confirmed by such great power. He was then baptized and continued on with Philip instead of doing what he had been doing. 
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Verse 14  Received the word of God  These people had believed the message about the kingdom and Christ and had been baptized. So to receive the word of God involves believing the gospel and being baptized. This is the same thing the people did in Acts 2:41.

They sent Peter and John  The apostles as a group sent Peter and John. This supports the fact that Peter was not superior to the rest of the apostles because he is not seen here as instructing the apostles as to what would be done, but instead is following their lead.

Verse 15  Prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit  

1.) Receiving the Holy Spirit in this context is receiving the ability to perform some kind of miracle by the power of the Holy Spirit. Being able to do these kinds of things is what is referred to as the gifts of the Spirit in 1 Cor 12:4-11.  

2.) Also note that the apostles prayed that these Christians might receive this power which tells us that it was not just a matter of them deciding who would and would not get miraculous power. 

Verse 16  Baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus  This is the same baptism that Peter preached in Acts 2:38. What Peter said in that passage was that everyone who was baptized in the name of Jesus Christ would receive forgiveness of their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Not every Christian received the ability to perform miracles after being baptized, but every person that became a Christian did receive the gift of eternal life and was saved after their baptism in the name of Jesus Christ (Rom 6:23; Gal 6:8).

Verse 17  They began laying their hands on them  The apostles started laying their hands on these Samaritan Christians.

They were receiving the Holy Spirit  The Samaritan Christians began performing various signs and miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit. This is similar to what happened to the Christians upon whom the apostle Paul laid his hands in Acts 19:6-7.

Verse 18  Through the laying on of the apostles’ hands  The apostles were the only ones who had the ability to impart the power to perform miracles in this way. Even though Philip could do miracles he could not pass that power on to others. Otherwise, Peter and John would not have to have gone to Samaria for that specific reason. The purpose for giving the Samaritans power like Philip had was so that after he and the apostles were gone, they would still be able to confirm the truth and make more converts and strengthen the believers. 
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Verse 18  Continued  Here we are also given an idea as to when miraculous gifts would come to an end. When all of the apostles died there would be no one left who could impart such powers to men. So, when all of those on whom the apostles had laid their hands died, the miraculous gifts ceased. However, by that time the written word of God had been completed, and man had everything he needed in order to know the truth and learn what to do to be saved and to serve God faithfully (1 Cor 13:8-10; Jude 3; Jn 20:30-31).

Verse 19  Many wonder how Simon could do such a thing. Some explain his actions by saying that he was not really converted and so was not really a Christian. But look at what the Bible plainly says that Simon did:

1.) He believed.

2.) He was baptized.

3.) He followed Philip.

So he did actually become a Christian, a child of God. But like all newborn Christians, he was just a babe in Christ, and when he saw how miraculous powers could be imparted to others, he gave in to the temptation to return to his former manner of life. This shows that all Christians must constantly be on guard. Any of us can fall away and be lost if we are not careful.

Verses 20-23  Peter responds to Simons request and powerfully rebukes him.

May your silver perish with you  This is a way of telling Simon that he has made a serious mistake that could cost him his soul.

Gift of God  These gifts came freely from God and could not be purchased from men.

Your heart is not right before God  Simon had ulterior motives for wanting to have the power to impart miraculous gifts to people.

Repent…and pray  This is the remedy for sin once we are Christians. All of us need to be aware that we will always need to be ready to properly deal with sin in our lives (1 Jn 1:8-10; 1 Jn 2:1-2).

Gall of bitterness…bondage of iniquity  Powerful ways of describing the terrible nature of sin and its devastating consequences. 

Verse 24  Pray to the Lord for me yourselves  This appears to be his way of acknowledging his need to do what Peter said and at the same time requesting prayer on his own behalf as well (Jas 5:16).
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Verse 25  Preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans  Peter and John return to Jerusalem, but on the way they take the time to preach the gospel to other Samaritans. Remember in Acts 1:8, this was part of what Christ commanded the apostles to do.

Verse 26  Go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.  Philip was not given divine instruction to go to a person or to a city, but simply to head south until his road intersected with a road connecting Jerusalem and Gaza. Gaza was a Philistine city in the Old Testament but by New Testament times was in the southern part of Judah. It was about three miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea and roughly 50 miles southwest of Jerusalem.

This is a desert road  The word desert here does not mean a sandy, waterless, barren waste-land, but solitary, lonely, desolated and uninhabited. This same word is translated lonely in Mt 14:13, and desolate in Mt 14:15. Yet in this desert place, Jesus commands them to sit down on the grass in Mt 14:19. In a parallel account in Mk 6:39, it says that the grass was green grass. This is pointed out because many argue that there could not be enough water to totally immerse a person in this area, since it is called a desert. But the word desert is used in this verse to mean an uninhabited place where few, if any, people lived.

Verse 27  Ethiopian eunuch  Ethiopia was a country south of Egypt and is also referred to as Cush. Since the people of this part of Africa were typically black, this man probably was as well. A eunuch was a man that had physically been made unable to have sexual relations. 

Candace  A queen of Ethiopia. Candace was a title and not the name of a specific queen. It referred to a line of queens. It was a word used similarly to the way Pharaoh was used to refer to the kings of Egypt.

In charge of all her treasure  It would be logical to assume that this man was very intelligent, since he had been given such an important position and also very trusted by his queen.

He had come to Jerusalem to worship  This would indicate that the eunuch was a proselyte. He was evidently devout as well since he had made the long journey to Jerusalem to worship. 

Verse 28  Reading the prophet Isaiah  Another indication of the eunuch’s spirituality.

Verse  29  Go up and join this chariot  Here we can see the providence of God at work. Philip arrives at the road to Gaza just as the eunuch is passing by so that he can join the eunuch and teach him the gospel.
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Verse 30  He heard him reading  Reading aloud is a way of helping to concentrate on what is being read.

Do you understand what you are reading?  Philip makes his introduction to the eunuch with a question. How the eunuch responds to this will tell Philip a lot about the teaching opportunity that he might have.

Verse 31 Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?  This shows humility and wisdom on the part of the eunuch. He knows he lacks understanding and is willing to accept the help necessary to get the knowledge he wants and needs. We need to imitate his honesty, and when dealing with difficult Scriptures, be open to learning from others.

Verses 32-33  These verses are from Isaiah 53:7-8, where Isaiah prophecies of the suffering and death of Jesus.

And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He does not open His mouth  This has reference to both the innocence of Jesus and His patience in wrongfully suffering at the hands of His own creation (Mt 27:12-14; Mk 15:5; Lk 23:9; Jn 19:9).

In humiliation His judgment is taken away  The way that Jesus was treated was tremendously humiliating and His judgment was taken away in the sense that He did not receive a fair trial. His trial was illegal and unfair so He did not receive justice.

Who shall relate His generation? For His life is removed from the earth.  What was meant by the question that is asked here has been given numerous explanations. The two that seem most likely are:

1.) Isaiah is saying that Jesus was unjustly taken from this life and had no descendants to carry on His name.

2.) None of the people of Jesus’ generation realized what they were actually doing by taking the life of Jesus and that his death would be payment for their sins.

Verse 34  The prophets would sometimes talk in first person and yet be talking about someone else. This is what Peter dealt with in Acts 2:25-31. Paul refers to someone in the third person when, in fact, he is talking about himself (2 Cor 12:1-10). This is why the eunuch is not sure whom Isaiah is talking about, himself, or someone else.

Verse 35  He preached Jesus to him.  Luke has already told us what was involved by teaching Jesus in previous chapters. For details of what that included we could turn to Acts 2, 3, 5 and 
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Verse 35  Continued  also in the first part of chapter 8. For additional information see 1 Cor 15:1-4 and Rom 6:3-11. In this situation Philip could begin with the passage in Isaiah and explain that it was talking about the Messiah. Then by showing that the things mentioned there happened to Jesus of Nazareth, he could prove to him that Jesus was the Messiah. Once understanding that, he could be told what he needed to do to be become a disciple of Jesus and receive the great gift of salvation that God would give him through Christ.

Verse 36  Look! Water! What prevents me from being baptized?  The fact that the eunuch asks about being baptized in water tells us that that was part of what Philip talked to him about when he preached Jesus to him. This would be similar to Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. After preaching to the Jews about Jesus and convincing them that He was the Son of God, the Messiah, he told them they needed to repent and be baptized in His name.

Verse 37  Many manuscripts do not contain this verse which means it may or may not be authentic. Either way, the concept in it, of the importance in the belief of Jesus and confessing that faith, is contained in other passages like Jn 8:24 and Mt 10:32-33. With or without verse 37 the message of salvation is in tact, with man being told everything he needs to know in order to be saved.

 Verse 38  They both went down into the water  It would not have been necessary to do this if Philip was just going to sprinkle some water on the eunuch or pour a little over his head, but since baptism is a burial (Rom 6:4) this was necessary. Remember, the word baptism meant an immersion or a submersion. So for Philip to baptize the eunuch, they both needed to go down into the water.

Verse 39  The Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away  Philip miraculously disappeared.

The eunuch saw him no more, but went on his way rejoicing  The eunuch was not worried about Philip, but continued on his journey rejoicing because he knew he had been saved. His sins had been forgiven and he had received the gift of eternal life and that was cause for celebration. This is an example of the seasons of refreshing which Peter spoke about in Acts 3:19.

Verse 40  The Holy Spirit put Philip in Azotus, also known as Ashdod, which was approximately three miles east of the Mediterranean Sea and about 18 miles north of Gaza. He then began traveling north toward Caesarea on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, a journey of around 60 miles, preaching in all the cities as he went.

