ACTS CHAPTER #6

Verse 1  Disciples  The Christians at this time are simply referred to as disciples. A disciple is a learner and follower of another.

Increasing in number  We are not given any specific figures but the number of Christians continues to grow.

Complaint  To murmur, mutter, grumble or say something in a low tone.

Hellenistic Jews  These were non-Palestinian Jews who typically spoke Greek and had been influenced by Greek culture, more so than those Jews born and raised in Palestine. Throughout her history, Israel suffered at the hands of many foreign rulers who took her people away into other lands. Some of those captivities are listed below:

1.) Israel falls to Assyria (722 B.C.).

2.) Judah goes into Babylonian captivity (606 – 586 B.C.).

3.) Ptolemy I of Egypt (322-285) took many Jews to Alexandria.

4.) Antiochus the Great of Syria (223-187) removed about 2,000 families from the Jewish communities in Mesopotamia and Babylon and settled them in Phrygia and Lydia.

5.) Pompey, after his capture of Jerusalem in 63 B.C., carried off hundreds of Jews to Rome, where they were sold as slaves.

It was precisely because so many Jews had ended up in Greek speaking parts of the world that the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, came into being.

Hebrews  These were the Jews that, for the most part, had not left their homeland and were raised with more of the native Jewish culture. They normally spoke Aramaic and used the Hebrew Scriptures in their synagogues.

Daily serving of food  This is referring to the kind of help the church was providing to needy Christians which we saw described in chapters 2, 4 and 5.

Verse 2  The twelve  The apostles.

Neglect the word of God  The apostles showed the importance of using time and opportunity to its best advantage. Even though they could have done a good job of overseeing the solution to this problem, they delegated it to some others who were also very capable. That enabled them to continue to focus on their primary responsibility of preaching and teaching the gospel. This is a lesson in priorities.
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Verse 3  Select from among you   The congregation was given the task of choosing the men necessary to properly take care of the widows.

Instructions were given concerning the number and type of people to be chosen:

1.) Seven

2.) Men

3.) Good reputation

4.) Full of the Spirit – This could be understood in two ways:

a. Men who could perform miracles by the power of the Holy Spirit.

b. Individuals who knew and lived by the truth that the Spirit had made known.

5.) Wisdom – The proper application of knowledge. This would involve the ability to see:

a. The problem.

b. The cause.

c. The solution.

d. Potential problems.

Whom we may put in charge  The congregation would select the men but the apostles would officially assign them to the work. The phrase “we may appoint” comes from a word that is translated “appoint” or “ordain” in Titus 1:5 and “he made” in Acts 7:10.  

Verse 5  Approval with the whole congregation  This idea was accepted by the congregation as a whole and they chose the following men:

1.) Stephen

2.) Philip

3.) Prochorus

4.) Nicanor

5.) Timon

6.) Parmenas

7.) Nicholas

Verse 6  After praying  Once again, prayer is part of a very important task.

Laid hands on them  This phrase was used in a number of different ways and context is very important in knowing its meaning in any given verse. ItS uses included:

1.) To take one by force, seize, apprehend, arrest  (Mt 26:50; Acts 4:3; 5:18)

2.) To bestow a blessing upon or show approval of  (Mt19:13,15; Acts 13:3)

3.) To perform a miracle of healing (Lk 4:40; Mk 16:18; Acts 28:8)

4.) Apostles empowering others to perform miracles (Acts 8:17-18; 19:6; 2 Tim 1:6)
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Verse 6 Continued  The context best fits the apostles showing approval of the men that the church had selected for this special work, and thereby, putting them to the task. It is also thought by some that they were given miraculous ability at this time as well. We do know that two of these men, Stephen and Philip, would soon be performing miracles, however, exactly when they got that power is not certain.

Verse 7  And the word of God kept on spreading  This was just what the Sanhedrin Council had hoped to avoid. As the word is spreading, more and more people are becoming Christians.

The priests  These were exciting times in the history of the church. Since priests would have been very influential among the Jews, every time one was converted, it greatly enhanced the credibility of the gospel message to a larger and larger group of people.

Becoming obedient to the faith  This shows that faith is more than mental acceptance and involves acting in harmony with what one believes. What took place here is the same thing that people did as a result of Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38, 40-41, 47).

The word faith can be used two ways:

1.) Subjective faith – This is your personal faith. 

2.) Objective faith – This is what you learned from to form your faith.

So to be obedient to the faith, is making reference to faith in the objective sense. In this case faith is being used synonymously with the word gospel. (See Gal 1:11, 23; Rom 1:5; 16:25-26; 2 Thes 1:8).

Verse 8  Stephen  Since nothing is given to indicate otherwise, this is understood to be the same Stephen mentioned earlier in this chapter in verse 5. He is the first person we find performing miracles at this time, other than the apostles. Later in Acts 8:14-15, we will see how people like Stephen would have received this kind of power.

Verse 9  Synagogue  An assembly, a bringing together.  It meant the gathering of the people and by association, the place that they gathered. These Jewish places of worship probably came into existence during the Babylonian captivity by Jews who, while separated from their temple, felt the need to meet together, on the Sabbath especially, to hear the word of God and engage in some kind of worship. Later, when the Jews returned to Jerusalem, the synagogue was retained and was used primarily as a place to provide instruction in the Law.
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Verse 9 Continued  Freedman  What these Jews had been freed from is not stated here, but some think it has reference to the Jews who obtained freedom after being carried captive to Rome by Pompey in A.D. 63. The group also included people from at least four areas:

1.) Cyrene – A city in north Africa where a large number of Jews lived.

2.) Alexandria – A major city in northern Egypt. Out of a population of approximately 250,000 people, about 100,000 were Jews. The city had a large library and is where the Septuagint translation was produced. 

3.) Celicia – A province in the southwest corner of Asia Minor. The apostle Paul was from Tarsus, a city in this province (Acts 9:11; 21:39; 22:3).

4.) Asia – The province referred to in Acts 2:9, of which Ephesus was the capital.

Verse 10  It appears that part of the miraculous power that Stephen had gave him special skills in debating with his opponents, leaving them defenseless against the truth from the Holy Spirit.

Verse 11  Secretly induced  This could have been accomplished by mere persuasion or perhaps bribery. 

Blasphemous  To blaspheme was to speak against or to speak evil of. To blaspheme God was a crime that was punishable by death under the Law of Moses (Lev 24:16).

Verse 12  And they stirred up the people  This would be a very volatile situation with a large crowd of Jews hearing that someone had spoken against their most famous, beloved Jewish leader and against God Himself. This would symbolize rejecting everything they believed in.

Verse 13  False witnesses  Condemned in the Law (Ex 20:16; 23:1-3) They did the same thing to Christ during His trial (Mt 26:59-61).

Verse 14  Destroy this place and alter the customs  These charges came from a lack of understanding, and a lack of desire to understand God’s real purpose for the Jewish people and the Law of Moses (Deut 18:15; Jer 31:31-34).

Verse 15  The face of an angel  See Mt 28:3; Rev 10:1; Ex 34:29-35

