ACTS CHAPTER #5

Verse 1  Ananias,…Sapphira  The Bible does not withhold names of people that were involved in sin but reveals who they were. See also the following passages:

1.) 1 Tim 1:18-20  Hynenaeus and Alexander suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith and were blasphemers.

2.) 2 Tim 2:16-18  Hymenaeus and Philetus had gone astray from the truth and taught that the resurrection had already taken place.

3.) 2 Tim 4:14-15  Alexander did Paul much harm and opposed his teaching.

4.) 3 Jn 9-10  Diotrephes sought pre-eminence in the church and rejected what John said. He unjustly accused John and others, refused to accept certain brethren, and wrongfully put some out of the church.

Sold a piece of property  This is exactly what Barnabas did in Acts 4:37. He sold a tract of land that he owned.

Verse 2  And kept back some of the price for himself  The only problem with keeping some of the price of the land for himself was that he made it appear as if he had given the full amount which he had received.

With his wife’s full knowledge  Sapphira was just as guilty of this deception as her husband.

Verse 3  Why has Satan filled your heart  We will see that Ananias bears responsibility for what he has done. However, it was Satan that tempted him and was allowed by Ananias to fill his heart with this evil plan. 

1.) Mt 4:1-11 Satan unsuccessfully tempted Jesus.

2.) 1 Thes 3:5 Paul was concerned that the Thessalonians may give in to the temptations of Satan.

3.) Jas 1:13-15  When we give in to our lusts, it results in sin and death.

4.) Jas 4:7  If we submit to God and resist the devil, he will flee from us.

Lie  Here is the key to what Ananias and Sapphira did wrong. By selling their land and saying they had given all the money they had received for it to the apostles, they had lied. An inordinate desire to receive the praise of man and a love of money appears to have been their motivation.

Verse 4  The first half of this verse shows that Christians were in control of their possessions and were not being forced to sell their property, nor were they being told what to do with the money they received from property they chose to sell.
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Verse 4 Continued  Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart?  This shows that Ananias planned this sin. He was responsible for letting Satan fill his heart with evil. We should never give in to the devil’s temptations. Remember 1 Cor 10:13 says we won’t be tempted beyond our ability to bear and with every temptation we will be provided a way of escape. Obviously, he did not take it.

You have not lied to men but to God  This is an example of an ellipsis, which means some words are left out to emphasize the point being made. Clearly, Ananias had lied to Peter who was just a man and that was wrong. But, he had also lied to God, which was even worse. What Peter means by what he says is that Ananias had not only lied to men but also to God. Other good examples of an ellipsis can be found in Jn 12:44 and 1 Cor 1:17.

Also note that in verse 3 Peter said Ananias had lied to the Holy Spirit and in verse 4 that he had lied to God. This appears to be one of many passages of scripture that affirms the divine nature of the Holy Spirit.

Verse 5  This verse does not say that Peter took the life of Ananias, but that when he heard Peter’s words he died. God is the one that is punishing this man.

Great fear  This had the desired effect. God does want us to be afraid of sinning. Even though God does not want us to be paranoid or neurotic regarding sin, fear does have its proper place in a Christians relationship with the Lord.

Verse 8  For such and such a price?  Peter asked Sapphira if the amount that her husband had brought in was the full price of the land.

Yes, that was the price.  With this statement Sapphira also publicly lies and shows herself to be a participant in the hypocrisy of her husband.

Verse 9  No person in their right mind would ever think that they could fool God, but sin clouds people’s thinking so that they let themselves get caught up in what they want to do without proper concern for the consequences.

Verse 10  And she fell immediately at his feet, and breathed her last  Being a co-conspirator in this sinful plot, she suffers the same punishment as her husband at the hands of the Lord.
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Verse 11  And great fear came upon the whole church  This account of how God responded to the sin of two members of the church, was a lesson to all that He would not tolerate sin in His new kingdom. Even though all sinners were not be struck dead immediately in punishment for their sins, the message was loud and clear that sin, hypocrisy in particular in this case, was unacceptable to God. 

Because God did not legislate physical punishment to be administered in His new covenant as it had been in the old, many feel that God’s attitude toward sin is now more lax than in the past. God’s dealing with Ananias and Sapphira shows that is not the case. The Lord’s instructions concerning the seriousness of sin and how to deal with it in the church are detailed and powerful. However, most denominational people, and even many of our brethren, feel that church discipline (withdrawing from or marking those that refuse to follow the New Testament teaching) is not right and that all it will do is drive people away from the Lord. That was not the case in this situation. In fact, Acts 5:14 shows that multitudes of people continued to be added to the church even after the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira.

Consider the following verses relating to how Christians should deal with sin:

1.) Mt 18:15-17

2.) Gal 6:1

3.) Rom 16:17-18

4.) Titus 3:10-11

5.) 1 Cor 5:1-13

6.)  2 Thes 3:6

7.)  2 Thes 3:14-15

Verse 12  At the hands of the apostles  The apostles are the only ones we have record of performing miracles at this time. See Acts 1:26-2:4; 2:43; 3:1-10; 5:12-16

They were all with one accord  It is debated who “they” is referring to here. Is it the apostles or all the Christians? It seems the context would best fit the apostles.

Solomon’s portico  This is where Peter and John were in Acts 3:11. Christ also spent time there in Jn10:22-39, especially verse 23.
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Verse 13  Them  There are a couple of ideas as to whom “them” in this verse is referring:

1.) Some think it is the church. That would mean that all the non-Christians kept their distance from the Christians but they did have a lot of respect for them.

2.) Others feel it is the apostles, which seems to fit the context better. In that case it would be saying that everybody, including Christians, refrained from close, personal association with the apostles at this time. This would be understandable in light of the importance of their responsibilities and the urgency of their message, and especially considering the event with Ananias and Sapphira. Even if there was a certain amount of fear relating to how the Lord was using the apostles, they were highly respected by people in general.

Verse 14  Multitudes  The last number we were given about the size of the church was when Luke said the number of men came to be about 5,000. Now we are just told that multitudes, large groups of people, were constantly being added to their number. The church was growing by leaps and bounds at this time.

Verse 15  When Peter came by, at least his shadow might fall on any one of them.  Some think that the people might have mistakenly thought they would be healed if Peter’s shadow fell on them. At any rate, we know that they all went home healed according to the next verse. This could have been an example of extraordinary miracles like those of the apostle Paul in Acts 19:11-12.

Verse 16  People from the cities in the vicinities of Jerusalem  The gospel message is spreading from Jerusalem to nearby towns and villages as the people come to hear and be healed.

All were being healed  The power of the Holy Spirit working through the apostles was unstoppable. There were no diseases that were not cured or spirits that were not cast out among those coming to be healed at this time. Remember, it was not the faith of the one being healed that was essential, but the one doing the healing.

Verse 17  They were filled with jealousy  This is another occasion where the evil hearts of the high priest and the Sadducees are revealed. Instead of joy for the miracles of good health being experienced by so many, they are jealous of the popularity of the apostles and their message. The word that we get jealousy from meant to boil with heat, to be hot, according to Thayers Greek Lexicon.
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Verse 18  They laid hands on the apostles  This time all the apostles are arrested and put in jail. In Acts 4:3, it was only Peter and John.

Verse 19  The apostles are miraculously set free and we will find that their captors were totally unaware they were gone.

Verse 20  Speak…the whole message of this Life.  Once again the apostles are being told to do something in violation of a law that man had made because of its opposition to God and His will. Their message was one of life and was from and about Christ, see Jn 6:63, 68.

Verse 21  About daybreak  Since light by torches and lamps was not ideal, people would rise early to take advantage of as many of the daylight hours as they could.

The Council  This word comes from the Greek word “sunedrion” from which we get Sanhedrin. So this is the Sanhedrin Council being called together.

The Senate  This word literally meant a council of elders and so in the context here is understood to be another way of describing the Sanhedrin Council.

Verses 22-24  This was obviously another miracle involving the apostles. 

1.) There was no indication the men were missing. The doors were shut and locked and the guards were standing at their posts unaware their prisoners were gone.

2.) When this miraculous event was made known to the leadership, instead of letting it have the proper effect, they worry how it will further interfere with their plans.

Verse 26  Without violence  The captain of the temple guard was careful to not publicly mistreat the apostles because the Jewish people in general, as we have already seen, held the apostles in high regard. Being tremendously outnumbered, the temple guard could easily be overpowered by the multitude of people and stoned to death.

Verse 28  We gave you strict orders  The Council had given them a command that was in direct opposition to what the Lord had specifically commanded them to do.
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Verse 28 Continued  You have filled Jerusalem with your teaching  The first step in God’s plan for spreading the gospel had been fulfilled (Acts 1:8).

Intend to bring this man’s blood upon us  The Jewish people had already said they were willing to take responsibility for the death of Jesus at His trial in Mt 27:25. They had been convinced to do this by their leaders, like Caiaphas and the majority of the Sanhedrin (Jn 11:47-53).

Verse 29  We must obey God rather than men.  This is the same principle referred to back in Acts 4:19-20.

Verse 30  Peter is holding Jewish leadership accountable for the death of Jesus.

Verse 31  To grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  Even though the Jews had killed Jesus, God raised Him from the dead and seated Him on His throne, and made Him a Prince and a Savior. Then God sent the good news that if the Jews would repent and believe in their Savior, and obey Him, they would be forgiven of their sins.

Verse 32  We are witnesses  That was the primary job of the apostles (Acts 1:8, 22).

And so is the Holy Spirit  The Spirit bore witness by the powers which He gave to the apostles to perform all kinds of miracles. In this way He testified that what these men were saying was true (Mk 16:20; Heb 2:4; 1 Peter 1:12).

Verse 33  Cut to the quick  This is more literally translated “cut to the heart.” Compare this with Acts 2:37 where the people were pierced to the heart. Even though the same preacher was bringing the same message to two different audiences, the end results were opposite. Both were affected in their hearts, one to repentance but the other to anger and thoughts of murder.

Verse 34  Pharisee  A sect of the Jews that developed in the time between the testaments. The name came from a word that meant to separate. The Pharisees thought of themselves as the separate ones, religiously, because they considered themselves more dedicated to keeping the 
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Verse 34 Continued  Law of Moses they way it should be done. They viewed themselves as more righteous than the average Jew. They also believed in spirits, angels, life after death and the resurrection.

Gamaliel  A highly respected teacher of the Law under whom Paul had also studied (Acts 22:3).

Verse 36  Theudas  More details about this man not known. However, we are sure from history that during this time, many such uprisings came about with people claiming to be the Messiah or a special prophet from God.

Verse 37  Judas of Galilee  Some relate him to the sect of the Jews known as the Zealots, but they have nothing to confirm their speculation.

Verses 38-39  Gamaliel puts forth an argument to his fellow members of the Sanhedrin that probably saved the apostles lives (keeping in mind that God was caring for them through His providence). Even though his actions were helpful to the apostles his argument was not without its flaws. His advice: wait and see what happens with these men and their movement.

1.) If these men are not of God then they will be overthrown.

2.) If they are of God they will succeed and if you fight against them you will be fighting against God.

Here are two major problems with Gamaliel’s strategy:

1.) Many times evil people are successful in this life with their evil plans.

2.) He was ignoring the glaring testimony to the truthfulness of the apostles and their message and that was miracles.

Verse 40  They flogged them  The word flog meant to beat or thrash. According to the Law of Moses a man could receive no more than 40 lashes (Deut 25:3). The Jews would only give 39 lashes to be sure and not go over the limit. Christ spoke of such persecution in Mt 23:34 and Paul talks about some of his punishments in 2 Cor 11:23-25.

Verse 41  Rejoicing  See Mt 10:5-12 and 1 Peter 4:14-16

Verse 42  And every day, in the temple and from house to house  The apostles continued publicly and privately, on a daily basis, to teach and preach the name of Jesus.  So the attempt by the Sanhedrin to intimidate the apostles and stifle their message was a failure.

